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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or writing 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects. Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations con- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, ete. 

One of the aims of the Department of Overseas Trade is 
to bring its Overseas Services into close personal touch with 
business men, and British firms when sending representa- 
tives abroad are recommended to instruct them to call on 
His Majesty’s Consular Officers in the countries they visit, 
and on the Commercial Diplomatic Officer in the capital of 
each country and, in the case of the Dominions, on His 
Majesty’s Trade Commissioners. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 











foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooms of 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and ar 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturer. 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened m 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birminghan 
and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, 5th March. The Office 
dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Street, 
S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor. 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods of 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intell. 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogue 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this inde 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers m 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing. 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should bh 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), % 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 





OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private ard confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register should communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department_of Overseas Trade 
Development and Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, 

ndon, S.W. 1. 





FORM K. 


H{.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the local bank 





references of the firms concerned, goods particularly 
required, terms of trading and language in which or 
respondence should be carried on, is furnished to the 
Department on a prescribed form, which is known 
Form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘“‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation i 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows: — 

1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Vederation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have thelt 
varicus component trades classified as shown in ‘orm K,’ 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to thos 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. « 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informs 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chambet 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (%, 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 





COAL. 





THE 


WEEKLY OUTPUT. 


Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four wecks ended 24th July are given 


below. 


The output for the 


week 


ended 24th July 


Was 


4,284,419 tons, against 4,665,546 tons in the previous 


week, and 4,676,328 tons in the corresponding 
week in Northumberland and 


3rd July. 


Tons. 
Vorthumberland 225 544 
Durham 625,851 
Yorkshire ais 776,494 
Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales 409.179 
Derby, Nottingham 
and Leicester 598.709 


Stafford, Shropshire, 


Warwick, Worcester 370.641 
Scuth Wales and 

Monmouthshire 971,912 
Other English Dists. 101,945 
Sy otland it ’ 654.576 


Total 


... 4,734,651 4,676,328 


Durham. 
10th July. 17th July. 24th July. 


short 


‘ons. Tons. Tons. 
215,970 217.688 222.101 
622.148 605,127 609.957 
772.901 764.664 768.371 
375.313 430,418 442 450 
593.985 594 326 £84,749 
569.829 373 468 371.865 


966.002 976.590 
103,470 104,342 
€56,709 599.123 


4.665.546 


CO 


89.510 
00,705 
194.711 


pone 


4.284.419 


FIFTY-TWO WEEKS SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal since 26th July, 


1919, is given below :— 
1919. 
Tons. 
August 2nd 
August 9th 
August 16th 


2 6 12 895 
3.726.499 


August 23rd 3,989,762 
August 30th t. 354,983 
September 6th 4,509,863 
September 13th 4,489,816 
September 20th 4,450,508 
September 27th 4,481,434 
October 4th 2 871,010 


4,076,862 
4,727,460 
4,761,037 


October 11th 
October 18th 
October 95th 


November Ist t.674,532 
November 8th 1! 804,456 
November l5th 4,679,402 
November 22nd 4,767,578 
November 29th 4,762,729 
December 6th t,808,524 
December 13th 4 886.156 
December 20th 4,910,106 


December 
1920. 
January 3rd... 
January 10th... 4 
January 17th ... 4,902,9 
January 24th { ; 


3,614,776 


27th 3.352.603 


L920. 


January sist 
February 7th .. 


February 


l4th 


February 21st 
February 28th 


Mareh 6th 


Mareh 13th 
Mareh 20th 
Mareh 27th 


April 3rd 
April 10th 


April 17th 
April 24th 


May Ist . 
May 8th . 
May 15th 


May 22 
May 29th 
June 5 
June 12th 
June 19th 
June 26th 
July 
July 
July 
July 


10th 
17th 
2Ath 





Srd . 


“ee eee 


“+ *eee 


Tons. 
.866,066 
846, 167 
897,511 
£855,845 
£835,928 
1 852,427 
4 900,640 
L°872,642 
4,879,192 
3,979,747 
3,997,793 
4,833,072 
1,989,666 
L 564,964 
1.674.302 
t 860.668 
4.830.707 
3.199.947 
4,718,183 
1.769.824 
1,873,737 
1.685.524 
4,734,651 
4,676,328 
4,665,546 
t 284,419 


[ f ft 


PROFITEERING ACT DEPARTMENT. 





CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 





Meetings of Sectional Committees of the Building 
Materials Sub-Committee (Prices and Trusts) took place 


on 26th July, as follows :— 


Light Castings Sectional Committee.—Further 
evidence was taken. The draft report is now in 
preparation. 

Timber Sectional Committee.—Fourteenth meeting. 


The report was again considered and amended. 
The thirty-eighth meeting of the Standing Committee 
on Trusts was held on 27th July. 
pared by the Fruit Prices Sub-Committee was received 


and adopted. 


The Report pre- 


The Report prepared by the Laundry 


Prices Sub-Committee was received and adopted sub- 
ject to the verification of certain figures. 

















——————__ 


THE BOARD OF TRADE—continued. 





Meetings of Sub-Committees of the Comunitte¢ 
Trusts took place on the same date, as follows :— 
[ron and Steel Products Sub-Committee.—Eleyoy, 
meeting. Further evidence was taken. 
Yeast Sub-Committee.—First meeting. 
to be mdopted was agreed. 
The eighteenth meeting of the Preliminary Inyeg: 


| 1e | re edu 


gation Sub-Committee of the Complaints Stay) 
ing Committee was held on 28th July, wh 


12 cases relating to Soda Crystals were considered, 
profits disclosed ranged from 17 per cent. to 53 be 
cent. on what were purely brokerage transactions, {}, 
Sub-Committee decided that all 12 cases should + 
referred to the Director of Pubfie Prosecutions. 

Meetings of Sub-Committees took place on the gap, 
date. as follows :— 

Brushes and Brooms Sub-Committee (Prices),—Thjy 
meeting. Certain costings were considered. 

Soap Sub-Committee (Trusts).—Eleventh meetiy: 
Further evidence was given and the draft report yy 
discussed. 

Milk Sub-Committee (Trusts).—Seventeenth meetiy 
Information supphed by the Ministry of Agricultp 
was considered. 

Meat Sub-Committee (Trusts).—Fifteenth  meetig 
further evidence was taken. <A draft report is nov» 
preparation. 

The thirty-seventh meeting of the Investigation ¢ 

-rices Standing Committee was held on 29th July. 7 
Committee received the Interim Report of the Felt Ha 
Sub-Committee. The Report of the Matches Sub-Com. 
mittee also came up for reconsideration and ys 
adopted. : 

The nineteenth meeting of the Preliminary Investig. 
tion Sub-Committee of the Complaints Standing Cop. 
mittee was held on the same date. Sixteen cases cam 
up for consideration. Four of these, relating to Mik 
Boilers, Starch and Galvanised Hollow-ware, we 
referred toa Tribunal, and one case, relating to Stare, 
was referred to the Director of Public Prosecution 
Two cases relating to Patent Thread and Oatmeal we 
adjourned and nine eases were dismissed. 

The sixth meeting of the Hosiery Sub-Commitis 
(Prices) was held on the same date. Correspondene 
with the National Federation of Hosiery Manufactures 
was considered. 

The eleventh mecting of the Dyes and Dvestuffs Sul 
Committee of the Committee on Trusts was held d 
Bradford on 30th July. when evidence was given fi 
representatives of a number of Associations. 





r 


An Order under the Profiteering Acts, 1919 and 1%) 
has been made by the Board of Trade so as to inelué: 
Apples in the Schedule of articles to which the Act 
apply. This Order, which has been made by agreemét! 
with the Food Controller, is dated 30th July, 1920, au 
came into torce on Ist August. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


TRADE PROPAGANDA IN NEW 
ZEALAND. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner for New Zealand, 14 
recent report, states that he is receiving requests it 
information concerning the development cf the au 
mobile industry in the United Kingdom, for reproducti® 
in the New Zealand press. He states that while a gre 
deal of matter is being received from the Unite 
States of America, very little propaganda is being dot 
by United Kingdom firms. 

There is a natural preference in New Zealand {or 
goods produced in the United Kingdom and trade woul 
he readily developed by suitable propaganda. 

The type of matter preferred is that not so much 
dealing with particular makes of cars, but informati™ 
of more general interest. General notes as to handling? 
car and keeping it in good order, sporting successes, In- 


MOTOR 








, 192h 


hitter 


, 


proc edu 


. Invest: 
> Stani. 
y, whe 
red. Ti, 
0 983 be 
ms. fh. 
hould |: 


the san. 


S).—Thir 


meeting 
Cport wy 


1 meetiyy 
2riculty 


meetin: 
IS Now» 


vation ¢ 
uly. Th 
“elt Hat 
ub-Com. 
and wa 


Nvestigy. 
ne Com: 
SES Call 
to Mik 
e, we 
» Stareh, 
eutions 
eal wer 


mmitis 
ondene 
acturers 


ffs Sub. 
heli at 


iven b 


id 192) 
inclué: 
he Acts 
reemel! 
120, an! 


AS 


EW 


d, ma 
asts fof 
e@ Arild 
duction 
Q grea 
United 
ng done 


ind for 
> would 


, much 
mation 
dling 8 
ses, in- 





THE BOARD OF 


Avaust 9, 1020. 


TRADE 


JOURNAL. 151 





THE BOARD OF TRADE ~— continued. 





————e 





dustrial developments, Pritish Inventions. anal articles 
discussing the merits of various designs, would prob 
ably be most suitable. 


pEMAND FOR BRITISH MOTOR VEHICLES 
IN INDIA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Caleutta reports that 
the Government of India Department of Pests and 
Telegraphs has experienced considerable difficulty in 
obtaining motor vehicles of United Kingdom manu- 
facture. So far as motor cars are concerned, this diffi- 
culty has not been felt acutely, as the American vars 
have given satisfaction, but in the case of motor lorries 
the position has been entirely different ; experience going 
ty show that a lorry manufactured in the United Kinge- 
Jom has a considerably longer life than lorries of foreign 
manutacture. 

It is further stated that at the close of the current 
vear lorries will be required for the Kashmir service. 
The immediate requirements will be in the neighbour- 
hood of six 3 to 4 ton lorries and nine one ton lorries. 

It is suggested that United Kingdom firms ina position 
to quote for these vehicles should communicate at once 
with the Director-General of the Department of Posts 
and Telegraphs, Council House Street, Calcutta. 





KINGDOM TRADE 
LATVIA. 


UNITED INTERESTS IN 


His Majesty's Consul at Riga intimates that in order 
to facilitate the supervision and control of United King- 
dam trade interests in Latvia it would be of much use if 
United Kingdom firms who have appointed agents in 
that country would notify the same to his Consulate, 
and that such course be adopted by United Kingdom 
firms in the future. 

The general activity of firms presumably strongly ~ 
interested in the United Kingdom trade in Latvia could 
thus be watched more closely, and, when appropriate, 
such firms could be clven preference over other local 
frms when allotting agencies not clashing with those 
previously held by them. ) 

United Kingdom firms concerned are invited to give 
the names of their Latvian agents to the Department 
ot Overseas Trade, 85, Old Queen Street, S.W.1, for 
transmission to Riga. Such information will be treated 
confidentially. 


@eeeee 


INFORMATION ON AUSTRIAN RAILWAY 
ELECTRIFICATION BILOG, 


H.M. Commercial Comissioner at Vienna has for- 
warded information which includes plans and diagrams 
a German regarding the new Austrian Government 
Bill concerning the electrification of the Austrian State 
Railways, together with supplementary matter. This 
Bill Was mtroduced on 15th July in the Constituant 
National Assembly anu provides for the eleetrifieation 
1690 kilometres of the western part of the railway 
stem by the end of June, 1925. at a cost of 5,096 
wnillions of crowns, to be raised by loan. At a later 
fate 1,135 kilometers are to be electrified. 

The information. plans and diagrams may be con- 
sulted by those interested On application LO the Enquiry 
oom, Department of Overseas Trade, de), Old Queen 
‘treet, Westminster, S.W.1. 





TRADE CORR {SPONDENT AT ZANZIBAR. 
__ rhe duties of Trade Correspondent have béen trans- 
‘erred from the Chief secretary to the Chief of Customs, 
mth effect from Ist June last. 








SE 


Special Articles. 





MONEY AND EXCHANGE IN JULY. 


The Bank Rate remained unaltered at 7 per cent. 
with the Banks Deposit Rate and the Discount Houses 
Call Rate at 5 per cent., the Discount Houses Notice 
Rate at do} per cent., and the Treasury Bill Rate at 
6, per cent. Other Rates were as follows :— 





July July July # July 
F 9th. l6th. 23rd. 30th.’ 
Bank Bills, 3 months .. 62 6,”, 62 6 4h 
Fine Trade Bills, 3 months 7 7-74 7-7} 7-7} 4 
Short Loans ‘a - dS oS os 5h 
Day to Day Loans ie 5 $4-5 4-5 5-54 


Money was plentiful in the early part of the menth, 
but was scarcer afterwards on account of large Revenue 
payments. The Stock Exchange was more cheerful 
during most of the month until the approach of the 
holidays and. the political situation depressed markets. 
Five per cent. War Loan rose in the first half of the 
month from 842 to 86%, but by the end of the month 
was about the old level, New issues in July amounted 
to £25,604,000, of which £9,852,.000 were colonial and 
municipal loans. 

THe Natrionan Depr. 

The following table, extracted from the ‘‘ Economist,”’ 
shows the movement of the floating and total debt dur- 
ing the month; an official return gave the estimated 
deadweight debt on 31st March, 1920, as £7,835,030,000 
and the total debt as £7,881,893 ,000 :— 


Total 

Treasury Temporary Floating — Total 

Bills. Advances. Debt. Debt. 
£ million. {million {£million.  £ million. 

3ist March. 1920 1.059 205 1,312 7,882 

30th June, 1920 | 002 244 1 246 7,845 
10th July, 1920 1,031 212 1,243 7,840 ° 
17th July, 1920 LOIS 213 1,231 7,823 | 

24th July, 1920 1,018 205 1,223 7,813 ° 


The amount of Treasury Bills excludes bills held as 
collateral for loans payable abroad, and included in 
external debts. The Temporary Advances on 24th July 
include £36,000,000 due to the P-ank of England and 
£169,341,000 due to other Public Departments; the 
former amount showed a decrease of £33,750,000 anid 
the latter a decrease of - £4,600,000 since 30th June. 
The total amount received for receipts from Treasury 
Bonds since Ist April was £9,275,000. In the same 
period receipts from War Savings Certificates were 
€13,200,000, and repayments of the same £11 ,050,000— 
2 net gain of £2,150,000, 

Note CIrcuLation. 
shows the movements of note 


The following table 
bullion in the Bank ot 


circulation and of coin and 
England :— 





he Coin and 
= Bank of Bullion in 
‘ie Currency England Total Bank of 
gy Notes. Notes.* Notes. England. 
€1,000. £1,000. £1,000. £I fe 
81st December, 1919.. 356,152 87,350 ° 443,502 91,342 
bono ; oat 920 357,356 106,658 464,014 117,882 
7th July, 1920 360,122 106,644 466,766 120,738 
14th July, 1920 362,277 105,938 468,215 122,879 
2ist July, 1920 360,830 F 105,979 466,809 123,004 
28th July, 1920 361,911% 106,869 468,780 123,234 





* Less notes in Currency Notes Account. 
tIncludes £7,148,564 notes called in, but not yet cancelled. 
*Includes £6,845,830 notes called in, but not yet cancelled. 
The ratio of Bank of England reserve to liabilities 
rose from 8} per cent. on 30th June to 12} per cent. 
on 28th July. During the month the increase In the 
coin and bullion in the Bank was £5,352,000, most of 
which was received in the first fortnight; this appears 
to recister the completion of the transfer of gold from 
the joint stock banks, but it ts understood that there 
were other receipts as well. The total increase In note 
‘canes was £4,766,000 of which £1,971,000 in the last 
week was probably a temporary increase for holiday 
“Other Deposits’? were £175,967,000 on 80th 


purposes. | } 
J] to £117,035,000 on 7th July, in part, no 
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doubt, through the withdrawal of ‘‘ window-dressing ’ New York on : 
deposits; they rose to £119,623,000 on 14th July, and London. Paris. Rome. Amsterdap 
‘ ‘ Ist July 81°04 42°52 30°94 88 +39 
fell to £118,650,000 on 28th July. Part of the gold sent Sth July 80 96 62 +99 31-99 87 +54 
by the banks to the Bank of England was treated as 15th July .. 79°83 62°07 30°77 87 “G0 
deposits, and for part notes were taken in exchange. 22nd July... 78°13 63°98 28°55 85°67 
4 ’ P ” 29th July 76°59 68°10 27°57 85 +59 
FOREIGN EXCHANGES. 

1 2 - ’ ‘ LONDON ON : 

The following table shows the mor omnes of ‘tne Rome. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerlang 
principal foreign exchanges on London. The New York Ist July... Exchange closed. | 
quotation is the weekly average of the daily closing Sth uly .. 38°21 108 *54 101°73 114-99 
price for cable transfers, and the other quotations sre as ped ~ e ee oe te 

. . oe e , oo e we ye. Zz VD . 
the weekly averages of the mean of the daily quotations ; 29th July .. 35°90 11107 102 GO aa 
all particulars are taken from the ‘* Times * :— 

. , PARIS ON: 
Week Ending London. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland 
July = July July July Ist July 109 *02 206 °17 193 °32 218°50 

Place. Par. 10th. 17th. 24th. 31st. Sth July 189-96 905 °93 195 °66 218-09 
New York .. $4:866=£1 3°9529 3°9087 3°8183 3°750 l5th July 185°95 202 °57 192 °06 214 °50 
Paris .. 25°2215 frs.=£1 46°408 46°750 48°050 48°746 22nd July .. 192 °65 210°49 901°59 220°75 
Brussels .. 25°2215frs.=£1 43°733 43°912 45°172 45°766 
Italy », 252215 lire=£1 64°937 65°917 68°083 69-325 Gop AND SILVER. 

Madrid .. 25°2215 pes. =£1 24°440 24°337 24°203 24-311 . 
Holland _. 12°1071 gul.=£1 11°159 11°127 11°016 10°934 Movements in the price of gold and silver, per Ounre 
Berlin .. 20°43 mks.=£1 1494 3151 1554 1563 fine, have been as follows :— 
Christiania... 18°159kr.=£1 23°445 23°300 23°264 23°438 Gold Sily 
Stockholm .. 18°159kr.=£1 17°835 17°670 17°613  17°644 ‘old. _ _ Silver. 
Copenhagen 18°159kr. =£1 23°833 23°434 23°415 23°582 Cash. Forward, 
Switzerland 25°2215fr.=£l. 22°145 21°974 21°974 22°011 ort ry rT 02 per oz, 
: om —_ °Qr or rR+OD . 8. d. a. d. 
Buenos Aires 47°58d.=—1 dl. 56°854 56°568 56°203 56°791 July 9th, 1920 104 1 521 51 
” — _ July 16th, 1920 106 6 524 51} 
The disturbed political situation arising out of the July 23rd, 1920 108 3 543 54 
July 30th, 1920 110 9 56} 564 


Spa Conference and the Polish crisis had a depressing 
effect on all Allied currencies. The ‘‘ Commercial and 
Financial Chronicle ”’ attributed the dullness of sterling 
exchange to ‘‘ the almost complete cessation of the buy- 
ine of sterling bills by English: banking institutions that 
was So prominent a feature of trading recently, and 
which in all probability indicated that the demand 
crowing out of Ist’ July semi-annual settlements had 
heen satisfied ’’ (8rd July). The same paper on 17th 
July recorded a break of nearly 7 cents in the pound 
on 14th July as due to rumours of disagreements at 
Spa, and added: ‘‘ Cable quotations from London also 
came lower, and this served to accelerate the down- 
ward movement. Several prominent institutions 
appeared in the market as sellers of sterling bills, a 
fact which at once gave rise to rumours that the 
expected inflow of new crop grain and cotton bills had 
already commenced. This was quickly denied, although 
the opening of the grain exchanges to trading in wheat 
on 15th July will likely bring about larger offerings of 
grain bills, and it subsequently developed that the 
sudden accession of bills was mainly to cover shipments 
of freight that had been allowed to accumulate as a 
result of strike conditions at this port’’ (New York). 
The continued fall during the second half of the month 
to 3°728 on 30th July has led to renewal of the reports 
that there have been anticipatory purchases of dollars 
by importers of grain and cotton to provide against the 
ordinary fall in sterling exchange which characterises 
the crop-moving season in America. 

The improvement in French exchange from the 
middle of June to about the middle of July was due to 
diminished grain purchases and to expectations of a 
large tourist revenue. The later depreciation in francs 
was due to political consideratiors and to speculation 
in New York, which also affected Italian exchange. 
Italy, as usual, showed some violent exchanges, but 
in other currencies the movements were relatively slight 
and generally against this country (except at Buenos 
Aires). The continued depression in Norwegian ex- 
change is attributed to the need for making payments 
for shipping being constructed in the United Kingdom, 
while the Danish position has been aggravated by the 
reduction of exports through shipping disputes. _ 

EXCHANGES IN PERCENTAGES oF GoD Parity. 

The following tables, in continuation of those given 
in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 8th July, show the movements of 
the leading rates of exchange, calculated in percentages 
of gold parity (relative value of the foreign currency 
to that of the country where quotation is made):— 


Purchases of silver by the United States ‘Treasury 
continue, and were reported to amount to 7,778.00) 
ounces up to 10th July. The most important, fact ip 
the silver situation, if it is a fact, is the reported intep. 
tion of Mexico to work the mines of the country to their 
fullest extent. . 


Note CrrcuLaATION IN LEADING CounrtTrinrs. 


The general situation in note circulation is shown in 
the following table :— 





Latest 
End ind End Date 
Dec. 1913. Dec. 1918. Dee. 1919. — 1990. 
£ £ £ £ 
million. million. million. million. 
United Kingdom— 
Bank of England 29°6 70 *2 87 °*4 106°9 
Currency Notes -— 323 °2 356 °2 361 °9* 
France— 
Bank of France 228°5 = =1,210°0 1,491°0 — 1,507°8 
Italy— 
Treasury Notes 20°0 85°0 90°8 90) °8 
Bank Notes 91°3 470°0 §51°3 637 °2 
Germany—- 
Imperial Bank... 129°7 1,109°4 1,784°9 2,692°3 
Loan Bureau Notes — 497 °O 673°2 663 °7 
Austria— 
Austro-Hungarian 
Bank 103°9 = 1,482°8 2,270°1 ~— 2,609°1 
United States— 
Federal Reserve 
Notes — 548°] 622°8 6504 
Other Paper Cur- 
rency .. 526°8¢ 435°2 37471 363° 
Denmark— 
National Bank 8°4 25°0 $73 29°4 
Sweden— 
Bank of Sweden .. > ie: 43°9 40°] 37°) 
Norway— 
Bank of Norway .. 5°9 24 °0 25°0 24°7 
Holland— 
Netherlands Bank 26°1 89°] 86°] 85°6 
Spain— 
Bank of Spain 77°0 132°6 154 °3 156 "4 
Switzerland— 
Swiss National Bank 12°6 39 °2 41-4 32 °9 
Japan— 
Bank of Japan 43 °7 117 °2 129°] 124°0 


*Includes notes called in, but not yet cancelled. End of June. 


THE Economic SITUATION IN THE UNITED 
KINGDoM. 

It is not possible to analyse fully the economic situe 
tion of to-day, but attention may be drawn to some lead: 
ing points. The publication of the accounts of the 
| five great joint steck banks shows that between 31si 


December, 1919. and 30th June, 1920, deposits nave 
12°9 per 


k of 





increased by 2°3 per cent. and acceptances by 
cent., while the ratio of cash in hand and at the Ban 
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England to deposits has been reduced from 17°05 to 
i619. per cent. There had thus been a certain expan- 
sion of credit to meet the needs of imdustry, and it is 
plain that rationing of credit was an absolute necessity. 
in manufacture as a whole there appears to be a certain 
pause, though in part it is due to the holiday influence 
und in part it is seasonal, as in the seed-crushing in- 
dustry ot Hull (owing to the present abundance of cattle- 
feed). Generally, manufacturers where well employed 
wre engaged on old contracts, but high prices are retard- 
ing the booking of new business. Complaints are also 
made of shortage of material and difficulties of transport. 

The ‘‘ Economist ’’ wholesale index number for the 
end of June shows a continuance of the decline that has 
been going on since March, and has now reached almost 
per cent. ‘The fall has taken place chiefly in the 
textile group, Where it amounts to 13°9 per cent., and 
also in miscellaneous materials (oils, timber, rubber, 
ete.), Where it is 9 per cent. In metals, on the other 
hand, there is a rise of 3°4 per cent., in cereals and 
meat of ‘2 per cent., and in other food (tea, sugar, etc.), 
of 1'7 per cent. ; the last-named group, however, shows 
a fall of 5°3 per cent. since May, chiefly in tea. The 
course of prices in July shows further rises in metals 
and cotton, but falls in wool, jute, leather, linseed oil, 
tallow and rubber. In freight rates there have been 
grious declines. ‘“‘ The VPlate market has collapsed, 
and there is no profit to be made now after running out 
in ballast upon the homeward rate of freight (there are 
no outward freights to pay expenses); the Eastern 
market has virtually gone, for rates are down now to 
such levels as do not do much more than pay expenses; 
the American coal situation is very serious, and half 
the boats shartered for coal wil! ‘never be loaded; 
Canadian rates are all down. Everywhere rates 
are down, and many owners think they will go lower 
stil’ (“‘ Fairplay,’’ 15th July). The restriction of coal 
exports has brought about a reduction in outward rates 
om coal. All these lower rates, provided that ships can 
still be operated under them, at a profit, should bring 
about a reduction in the cost of goods, but the expenses 
of working ships to-day are very high. The effects of 
lower freightss on the borrowed capital of new shipping 
companies may be very serious, for it is already 
rumoured that lenders are begining to call in advances. 





CHINA. 


PROSPECTS OF BRITISH TRADE. 

In the ‘“‘ Journal’’ of 15th July we published an 
uticle on the Chinese Market, with special reference 
to the visit to this country of Mr. H. H. Fox, C.M.G.., 
Commercial Counsellor at Shanghai. A Report on the 
Conditions and Prospects of British Trade with China 
by Mr. Fox (with the assistance of H.M. Commercial 
secretaries at Peking and Hongkong) has now been 
issued (Cmd. 853, price 9d. net). It deals specifically 
with the trade of 1919 and also with several of those 
points to which we ealled attention in our article of 
lith July. 

FOREIGN TRADE IN 1919. 

The sterling value of the foreign trade in 1919, taking 
the Hk. ;Tael at 6s, 4d., was in round figures 
£405,000,000, as against £265,000,000 in 1918, when 
the average value of the Tael was 5s. 334d. The 
lollowing statement shows approximately the percentage 
of the trade falling to various countries in 1919, 1918 
ind in 1913, the year immediately preceding the war :— 





" 1913. 1918. 1919. 
British Empire (including Hongkong) 48-00 38°62 38-30 
Hongkong oo... se... Lesttesesessssseceee 29°10 26°82 22-20 
United Kingdom ..............s.ssssee000e. 11-40 7:22 9-50 
Japan (including Korea)  ............0+-- 19:70 40-96 37-10 
United States of America ..........00+--. 7-60 13-56 16-50 
her countries  .............csseccceeeeseeee 24-70 6:86 11°10 


Hongkong is mainly an entrepdt and port of tranship- 
ment, and it is not possible to ascertain with absolute 
acuracy the countries of origin or destination of the 
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imports and exports credited to that colony. The Hong- 
kong Trade Returns for 1919 show that the value of the 
colony's import and export trade with the United King- 
dom and with other parts of the British Empire was 
approximately 20 per cent. of the total, and if this ratio 
is to be taken as applying to British trade with China 
passing through Hongkong the percentage assigned 
to the British Empire would have to be reduced to 
approximately 20°50. An increase of Tls. 237,060,000 
over the figures for the previous year in the value of 
her foreign trade is sufficiently remarkable in itself 
and is all the more striking when one considers the 
many factors combining to hamper and restrict China's 
commercial expansion. The great increase in the 
sterling value of silver was a serious handicap to the 
export trade, and although it may be considered that 
imports have benefited to an equivalent degree, the 
advantage has to a large extent been neutralised by the 
extreme uncertainty as to the future movements of ex- 
change. Amongst other difficulties with which mer- 
chants had to contend during the year, mention may be 
made of the entirely inadequate mail and cable services 
with countries in Europe, the impossibility in many 
cases of filling orders for machinery and other goods, 
and the inability of manufacturers to quote firm prices 
or to promise early delivery. It is, of course, true that 
the increase shown in the 1919 figures appears rather in 
the value than in the volume of the trade, and is to be 
attributed mainly to the rising cost of practically every 
description of merchandise, but the fact that, in the 
face of many disadvantages, China’s foreign trade has 
been maintained and even extended, affords convincing 
evidence of the enormous potentialities awaiting 
development as soon as the political and economic situa- 
tion shows the slightest prospect of improvement. If 
Pritish manufacturers are prepared to make the neces- 
sary effort to meet this demand there are excellent pros- 
pects for British trade in this market, where British 
merchants and British goods enjoy an exceptionally 
high reputation. 
Britain's COMPETITORS. 

By far our most serious competitors in the China 
market are the Japanese and the Americans, and as 
regards the former it is somewhat surprising to find that, 
in spite of the boycott of Japanese goods, which in 
some parts of the country was applied with consider- 
able stringency, the value of Japan’s trade with China 
in 1919 exceeded the figures for the previous year by 
some forty-eight million taels. It is true that four- 
fifths of the increase is accounted for by exports, and 
that the port of Dalny—the value of whose trade rose 
last year by some Tls. 50,000,000—is under Japanese 
control, but the Customs Returns certainly tend to show 
that the operation of the boycott has been less effective 
in restricting Japan’s trade than has been generally 
believed. The etfect has been most noticeable at some 
of the smaller ports, and in connection with the trade 
in such goods as matches, patent medicines, and 
sundries, but the figures tend to show that, taking the 
trade of the country as a whole, the importation of the 
more important staples of commerce has not been very 
seriously interfered with. 

The value of the trade between China and the United 
States increased from Tls. 136,000,000 in 1918 to ‘T's. 
211,000,000 last year, and the rapid growth in the 
number of American banks, shipping companies and 
mercantile firms which have established themselves at 
Shanghai and other ports within the last few years is 
the most striking proof of the keen interest taken by 
American manufacturers in this market. It will be 
noted that the value (in taels) of America’s trade with 
China has tripled within the past six years, and the 
increase would, of course, be still more striking if con- 
verted into gold currency at the rate of exchange ruling 
in 1918 and 1919 respectively. 


EXCHANGE FLUCTUATIONS. 
In the matter of exchange fluctuations the year 1919 
beats all records as regards the rapid appreciation of 
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silver values, the price of bar silver, which stood at 
48 .~ pence in January, touching 793 pence in December. 
The “* official ’’ quotations for telegraphic transfers 
ranged from 4s. 6d. to 7s. 10d., but merchants fre- 
quently found it necessary to settle at rates consider- 
ably higher than the published quotations. The ex- 
port trade was naturally the chief sufferer from the 
high silver rates; but in the case of imports also the 
extreme uncertainty as to the future course of exchange 
is one of the greatest difficulties with which the mer- 
chant in China has to contend, and this difficulty 
becomes still more accentuated when, as was the case 
last vear, the congestion of the cable services entails 
such delay that market conditions have frequently 
altered completely before a reply can be received to 
business messages. 

It may be of interest to note the average “ official ”’ 
rates for the Shanghai tael for telegraphic transfers 
during the past five years:— 


1915 2/3% 
1916 2/1144 
1917 3/103 
1918 4/845 
1919 o/ 74 


Since the beginning of 1920 the movements of ex- 
change have been still more disconcerting, for after 
reaching the record height of 9s. 4d. to the Shanghai 
tael, silver at the time of writing this report had declined 
to about 6s. 3d., and is now about 4s. 7d. 

Imports OF MACHINERY. 

Imports of machinery in 1919 show a considerable 
increase in value when compared with, the 1918 figures. 
The demand for machinery of all kinds, more particu- 
larly textile, electrical and propelling is growing rapidly, 
and last year’s figures could have been very greatly m- 
creased if manutacturers had been in a position to 
accept all the business offered to them. The difficulties 
under which manufacturers in the United Kingdom are 
at present struggling and the fact that for some time 
to come they will be unable to cope fully with all the 
demands of the home and foreign markets, are «fully 
realised, but it is greatly to be hoped that an effort 
will be made to meet China's requirements as tar as 
possible, even to the extent of giving her priority over 
some other markets. China will unquestionably be a 
most valuable market in the future for machinery and 
engineering materials of every description, and it is of 
the utmost importance to keep British manufactures 
well to the front in this country. Machinery being still 
comparatively rare in China each complete equipment 
of, say, a cotton mill or an electric light plant attracts 
far more attention than it would in countries where 
industries are more highly developed, and serves indeed 
as the best of all advertisements not only for the par- 
ticular maker of the goods, but also for British trade 
in general. Mr. Fox understands that some important 
engineering firms in the United Kingdom, recognising 
the future possibilities of this market, have already 
decided to allocate a proportion of their output to meet 
orders from China, and it is greatly to be hoped that 
their example will be followed by others. 

Dyes. 

Imports of artificial indigo in 1919 were valued at 
Hk. Tls. 1°31 million as against Tls. 146,642 in the 
previous year, and those of aniline dyes at Tls. 3°04 
million against Tls. 752,000 in 1918. This shows a very 
striking recovery in the trade, but in spite of the great 
increase in price the figures are still much below the 
imports in 1913, when the value of aniline dyes and 
artificial indigo imported into China were Tls. 5,401,520 
and Tis. 9,633,157 respectively. Japanese firms have 
done a large amount of business in certain lines, for 
example, sulphur black, but the business has recently 
been seriously affected by the boycott. The quality 
of the few dyes made in Japan is variable but on the 
whole not unsatisfactory. In a few lines the Americans 
have been able to export big weights of colour to China, | 
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but deliveries are slow and uncertain, and with man 
colours quantities are very restricted. 

The reception given to the British products has beg 
on the whole very satisfactory. Unfortunately it be 
been impossible to exploit the trade fully owing to th 
fact that the quantities received are hopelessly inade. 
quate, deliveries slow and irregular and the prospect "e 
future deliveries unpromising. It is understood that 
this is due in part to the difticulty in England of obtgip. 
ing eXport licence s for dy es. 


ee 





Until such restrictions 
are removed or very much relaxed it is difficult to ge, 
how British firms can compete with American or Con. 
tinental dyestufti manufacturers, and there is reason t 
fear that the lead which these conipetitors hay 
secured by being in the market long before the Britis, 
will be not only held but increased. It also appear 
that in certain lines British prices are considerabh 
above American prices for similar articles. 

Considerable quantities of German aniline dyes, Sup. 
posed to consist principally of accumulated stocks 
arrived trom Dutch ports, and were eagerly bought up 
al high prices. The strong position held by Gemeall 
dyes in this market prior to the war still stands then, 
in good stead, and as soon as sufficient stocks are avail. 
able competition will be increasingly difficult. Unleg 
British inanufacturers succeed in introducing their ow 
‘chops ’ during the present shortage of German dye 
they will have the utmost difficulty in setting a shar: 
of this important market, and for this reason it is tobe 
hoped that the utmost encouragement and assistance 
will be given to British colour manufacturers wishing ty 
export to Chint. ; 

It is hoped that the most sympathetic consideration 
will be given by the Home Authorities to the urgent 
necessity of permitting the shipment of larger quantities 
of British dyes to China in order to enable them to 
gain a strong footing in this market while conditions 
are still exceptionally favourable. 

THE DEVELOPMENT oF Britisn TRADE. 

Upon the general question of the development o 
Eritish trade iv China Mr. Fox writes as follows :— 

When one considers that with a population numbering at 
a moderate estimate 350,000,000, China’s total imports o 
foreign goods in 1919 amounted to only Tis. 647,V00,0W, 
being an average of ls, 1:85 (say 12s. Gd.) per head, itis 
obvious that there is room here for great expansion, and 
there is no reason to believe that Isritish goods will not 
share in the increased demand that must come with the ris 
in the purchasing power ot the people when the country’s 
resources are more fully developed, and her exports to 
foreign countries are correspondingly increased. 

In order to push the sale of British goods in China, more 
British merchant firms of good standing, though not 
necessarily large capital, are wanted to act as distributors 
of British goods in China. These firms must take more 
trouble than has been done in the past to push the sale of 
these goods by finding out for themselves where there is 4 
demand, or likely to be one, and not allow the compradores 
and dealers in the Treaty Ports to dictate as to where and 
when they shall sell their goods. British merchants should 
travel more in China, and the younger generation should 
all learn Chinese. It is the exception in Shanghai and the 
big Treaty Ports for a Taipan or head of a firm to speak the 
language (though Tientsin is a striking exception to the 
rule) and there are many well-known merchants who have 
never travelled in China beyond the Treaty Ports, except 
short trips for sporting purposes, during the whole of their 
stay in this country. It is satisfactory to be able to record 
that the first-mentioned defect is in a fair way to b 
remedied by the opening of language schools in Shanghal 
Tientsin and Hankow, which are conducted under the 
auspices of the local Chambers of Commerce, and which are 
on the whole well attended. As regards the last-mentioned 
criticism, it must be admitted that the seniors of many ° 
our large firms now make a practice of visiting Hankov, 
Tientsin, Peking and other cities even farther afield at least 
once a vear. Many of these British firms are, moreovel. 
showing commendable energy in opening up branches in the 
smaller ports, which, like Changsha, Tsinanfu and Chung: 
king, are often located in important Chinese cities, and one 
British firm. the oldest established of them all but in many 
ways the most progressive, is already represented in sever 
teen ports, and has recently opened a branch in Chengtu on 
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the borders of Tibet. British firms’ activities have been 
sreatly restricted during the war owing to the shortage of 
staff, but most of them are now back at their full strength 
and prepared to undertake new business. In the engineer- 
ing trade there are six or seven British merchant firms who 
have well organised engineering departments and are pre- 
pared to send experts at short notice to any part of China 
where their services may be required. 

A welcome sign of the spirit of energy and progress which 
now animates the British commercial communities in China 
and of their determination to maliutain the position they 
have gained in the markets of this country, Is the establish- 
ment of British Chambers of Commerce, all formed since the 
war, in fifteen of the principal Treaty Ports in China. A 
conference of these Chambers, including the Hongkong 
Chamber, was recently held in Shanghai when an Associa- 
tion of British Chambers of Commerce in China was formed 
and arrangements made to hold annual conferences in 
Shanghal. 

SELLING METHODS. 


it would not, perhaps, be advisable for manufacturers— 
other than those who, like the big oil and tobacco companies, 
are able to maintain their own selling organisations in this 
country—to attempt to deal direct with the Chinese, at any 
raie for some time to come. The latter are still for the most 
part unaccustomed to foreign methods of doing business and 
accounting, and it is always difficult to guarantee the 
financial standing of Chinese firms. It is recommended that 
manutacturers should get into touch with British merchant 
firms in Shanghai and the principal Treaty Ports, or, if 
their business allows of it, open their own office in Shanghai 
and work through merchant firms in other ports, or, better 
still, combine with other manufacturers either of competing 
or non-competing articles, to form selling organisations for 
China who could, if desirable, appoint local firms their sole 
agents, Several groups of manufacturers have recently 
adopted this plan with, it is understood, good results. Such 
organisations would be strong enough to free themselves from 
the rings of dealers in Shanghai and the large Treaty Ports, 
and through their agents in the smaller ports in the interior 
get into closer touch with the native consumers. This applies 
more especially to the engineering trade where it is im- 
portant to have showrooms in the big commercial centres 
and to carry as large stocks as possible, say in Shanghai and 
Hongkong, 


('9-OPERATION WITIL THE AGENT. 


When a merchant firm in China has been appointed as 
selling agents for some particular description of British 
goods, it is essential that the manufacturer should be pre- 
pared to co-operate to the fullest extent with his agent in 
order to secure the best results for both parties. The mer- 
chant cannot be expected to bear the whole burden of develop- 
ing a market for every article tor which he may hold the 
agency, and the manutacturer must be ready to assist him 
by furnishing ample supplies of samples and by contributing 
towards the cost of such advertising and other pioneer work 
as may seem to be called for, One way in which co-operation 
may often be usefully practised is by attaching to the staff 
of the firm holding the agency one or more representatives 
of the manufacturer. By this method the manufacturer 
finds at his service the business establishment, trade con- 
nections and financial and other facilities of the merchant 
in China, whilst he has at the same time the assurance that 
the sale of his particular product will have the undivided 
attention of his own employee. This arrangement is par- 
ticularly applicable to agencies for machinery, where the 
presence of a representative possessing special technical 
knowledge is of great value, but it could undoubtedly be 
applied also to many other lines of business. It may be 
mentioned that the system referred to is very generally 
followed by manufacturers in the United States, and on the 
staffs of the American import houses which have in recent 
years been taking a rapidly increasing share in the trade of 
China, one finds a large number of salesmen each represent- 
ing the interests of some particular manufacturing or 
trading organisation. 

_Even in cases where the home manufacturer does not con- 
sider the above course to be necessary or advisable, the 
occasional visit of a competent representative will often be 
found extremely useful as a means of keeping in intimate 
touch with the changing needs of the market and of seeing 
that his principel’s interests are being properly looked after. 
whilst it will at the same time enable the merchant to gain 
a fuller knowledge of the latest developments at the pro- 
ducing centre. 


TrADE PROPAGANDA. 


_ Collective efforts towards the advancement of British trade 
interests in China may be open to criticism as being opposed 
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to the individualistic principles on which British commerce 
has hitherto relied, but in view of the strong national policy 
pursued by some of Great Britain’s competitors it has become 
necessary to modify her traditional trading methods in this 
as in other respects. Both of her most dangerous competi- 
tors, the Japanese and the Americans, lay great stress on 
the national spirit in trade, and both are actively engaged 
in extending their commerccial interests in China. The 
former have many advantages in their favour, derived from 
their proximity to the Chinese market, comparatively cheap 
labour, and other factors, and as regards the latter it may 
be mentioned, as an indication of their increasing interest 
in trade with China, that in Shanghai alone 100 new 
American firms, amongst which are included several Banks 
and Shipping Companies, started business in 1919. 


KpuCATION OF YouNnG CHINA. 

The education of young Chinese on British lines is a matter 
of the greatest importance which Great Britain has hither- 
to neglected, with the result that she now finds herself far 
behind the Japanese and Americans, and even French, in 
this respect. For many years past there has been a steady 
flow of Chinese students to American universities and 
Colleges, and these young men return to China imbued with 
American ideas and ways of doing business, and when, as 
otten happens, they rise to influential posts in Government 
departments or are placed in control of industrial enter- 
prises, they naturally turn to America for help and guidance. 
lt is very desirable that the United Kingdom should afford 
the same facilities, more especially with regard to the 
technical training of Chinese engineers. and it is satisfactory 
to note that this important matter is now receiving the 
earnest attention of the British Chambers of Commerce and 
the Shanghai Committee of the Engineering Standards 
Association, both of whom have recently made urgent repre- 
sentations to H.M. Government on the subject. 


ADVERTISING. 


It is desirable also that British manufacturers should 
make more vigorous efforts to advertise their goods in China, 
hut the indiscriminate distribution of catalogues and price 
lists in English is unlikely to produce very satisfactory 
results. Information with regard to recommended firms in 
China likely to be interested in any particular line of goods 
may be obtained through the Department of Overseas Trade, 
and trade literature of the above description may be sent 
to the Commercial Counsellor’s Office at Shanghai, or 
to H.M. Consulates for distribution amongst suitable local 
firms, but as regards Chinese firms, catalogues written in 
a foreign language are in most cases quite useless, 

Advertisements in the Chinese press often form an effective 
method of pushing sales, and arrangements for their inser- 
tion may be made through various Shanghai firms of adver- 
tising agents, or (in the case of the Southern newspapers) 
through the Publicity Bureau for South China, for which 
the Federation of British Industries acts as representative 
in London. The British Chamber of Commerce at Shanghai 
publishes two journals, one in English and one in Chinese, 
which may be recommended as_ excellent advertising 
mediums. It should be added, however, that advertisements 
in the Chinese press are unlikely to produce very favourable 
results unless the manufacturer has local agents or repre- 
sentatives from whom the article advertised may be procured 
without difficulty or delay. 

The use of pictorial and illuminated advertisements is 
spreading in Shanghai and other large towns, as well as on 
the Chinese railways, and this form of publicity is likely to 
increase. . 


NOTICE. 


METHODS oF 
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EMPIRE COTTON GROWING COMMITTEE. 








FUTURE ORGANISATION. 

The Empire Cotton Growing Committee is now in a 
position to outline the executive organisation it con- 
siders necessary to carry out the objects recommended 
in its main Report published in January, 1920 (Cd. 528). 
This organisation is subject to modification as exper!- 
ence and local conditions require. Most of the funds 
will be spent abroad in cotton growing countries; and 
the organisation proposed provides primarily for the 
employment of men abroad with a central office in 
London to co-ordinate work. As it has not been possible 
to consult local Overseas Administrations on the details 
of these proposals, a scheme has been prepared suited, 
in the first instance, to countries in which cotton grow- 
ing has not as yet been very largely developed. Many 
features of the scheme will be of assistance to all the 
cotton growing parts of the Empire, and, though it is 
probable that some of the more highly organised of 
these, such as the Dominions, India and Egypt, will 
prefer to finance their own arrangements in whole or 
part, the Committee will be glad to co-operate closely 
with such countries and, on their invitation, to extend 
to them any portion of the proposed organisation which 
may prove acceptable. 

It will be seen that to carry out adequately the work 
which the Committee is convinced must be done in order 
to stimulate cotton cultivation an annual sum _ of 
£206,000 is needed. 


FINANCE AND SUPERIOR ORGANISATION. 


It is proposed that the funds be provided jointly by trade 
interests and by the British Government. These funds will 
be vested in trustees as custodians under Royal Charter. 
There will be a general Administrative Council representa- 
tive of trade interests, the Board of Trade, the Governments 
Overseas, and of the offices of the British Government 
associated with those countries. The direct control will rest 
with an Executive Committee appointed from this main 
Council, whilst for particular aspects of the work, e.g., the 
different countries, research, information, ete., there will be 
sub-committees to which men of special qualifications and 
not on the Administrative Council will be co-opted. 


EXECUTIVE WORK. 

The work which, according to the Report of January, 1920, 
must be done, if the production of cotton within the Empire 
is to be considerably increased, falls into three groups. 

Group 1, Mainly administrative in its character, requir- 
ing on the part of the staff general knowledge and organising 
ability, includes: 

(1) Questions affecting 
establishment. 

(2) Correspondence with, advice to, information from 
Government Dep ortments, Local Administrations, 
Agricultural Departments, and individual 
planters in  cotton-growing areas, and_ the 
strengthening and supplementing of loca! staffs 
for work on cotton. This last will normally be 
done by finding men _ qualified to assist in 
developing cotton cultivation and by providing 
their salaries. 

(3) Forming and controlling an organisation for keeping 
in touch with local developments in all countries 
in the Empire actually growing cotton and in 
those suitable for cotton growing. 

(4) Organising and carrying through pioneer work in 
suitable areas. 

(5) Bringing cotton growers and other workers on cotton 
growing together by the dissemination of informa- 
tion, and by providing them with facilities for 
keeping abreast with progress and development 
throughout the world. 

(6) Giving information, when available, to financial and 
commercial companies contemplating growing 
cotton; but on this point the Committee is of 
opinion that investors wishing to invest in cotton 
growing will be well advised to begin by making 
full enquiries for themselves. 

Group II, Demanding scientific knowledge and training 
on the part of the staff—will include: — 

(1) Keeping abreast of, indexing, having available and 
disseminating judiciously information on_ all 


policy, finance and 
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scientific and experimental work on cotton grow. 

ing and re-acting on cotton growing. 

(2) Collecting full knowledge of the characteristics of 
all varieties of cotton. 
(3) Keeping in close touch with the British Cotton 

Industry Research Association. 

(4) Fostering actual research on cotton growing— 

(a) By the establishment of a special cotton 
research statien or stations abroad. 

(b) By assisting in providing facilities for train. 
ing men for the various agricultural ser. 
vices. 

(c) By assisting in selecting men for special work 
on cotton abroad. 

(rroup IIT, Mainly of a commercial charaeter—will jp. 
clude : — 
(1) Valuing cottons and keeping in 
markets, 
(2) Where advisable guaranteeing prices to growers, 
(3) Taking the necessary measures to secure to growers 
| better prices for better cotton, 
(4) Where desired ginning and marketing cotton. 
(5) Spending money on the promotion of the growing 
of cotton as compared with other crops. : 
In each of these groups there is much which must be done 
abroad, but all will require to be co-ordinated, and the 
three branches must work together supplementing each 
other. 


touch with al] 


THE CENTRAL OFFICE. 


This will be: lecated in Westminster. It will undertake the 
general direction and control. This and the work described 
in the three preceding groups which falls directly on the 
Central Office will entail : — ) 

(a) Association with the Government Departments and 
the Cotton Industry and organisations at home. 

(b) Acquiring and Maintaining an intimate and de. 
tailed knowledge of the physical conditions and 
progress of cotton growing, the existence and 
development of competing crops, the facilities 
for transport, the labour supply, the conditions 
and terms on which land is obtainable, ete., in 
all the tropical portions of the Empire. 

(c) Close liaison with the Overseas Governments and 
the Departments of the Home Government asso- 
ciated with them. 

(/) The erployment of selected men who by touring 
will keep in touch with local developments. 

(e) The collection and dissemination of all scientific 
and experimental work done on or bearing on 
cotton, etc., and the work in Group ITI. (1. 2 and 
3). 

(f) The general direction of the research institutes to be 
established abroad, and consultation with scien- 
tific men on special problems as required. 

(y) Arranging for the efficient carrying out of the 
Commercial Work detailed in Group IIT. 

(h) The establishment of a Journal, or co-operation with 
other bodies for this purpose. 

(1) The engaging of men for strengthening and supple- 
menting agricultural departments overseas. 

(i) Aiding in providing facilities for training men for 
agricultural departments. 

To discharge this work the following staff and organisa- 
tion will he necessary :— 

(1) A General Director who should be selected for his 
organising capacity and experience and general 
knowledge. It would be advantageous if he had 
experience of tropical administration and con- 
ditions and also of cotton. 

(2) A General Secretary. 

(3) Three sections are needed for the work in the 
Central Office under (b) and (c), viz., acquiring 
and maintaining detailed knowledge of the cotton 
growing countries in the Empire. These sections 
would deal respectively with 

(i) Egypt, the Soudan, India and the East. 

(ii) The Rest of Africa excluding the Union 
of South Africa. 

(iii) The self-governing Dominions and _ the 
West Indies and other parts of the 
Empire. 

Much of the work for the Journal could also probably be 
handled between these sections. 

Each of these three sections will be in charge of an 
Assistant Secretarv of the standing of the Administrative 
staff in the Home Ciyil Service. 

4. The Committee lay special stress on the work under 
(d)—the employment of selected men as Travelling Com- 
missioners who will keep in touch with local development 
by systematic touring. 
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In the development of cotton cultivation, reliance cannot 
he placed solely or even mainly on a Central Office in 
London, Any plans for supplementing the staffs of local 
agricultural departments and for useful expenditure to 
supplement their efforts, must be first discussed with the 
oca! administrations and local agricultural departments, 
to insure their co-operation and assistance, The various 
eguntries should also be visited periodically to promote the 
maintenance of a full understanding with local administra- 
tions. In cases in which exploratory work is organised 
directly by the Committee, or men happen to be employed 
abroad directly under the Committee, periodical inspection 
i; necessary. The Central Offices thus need the services of 
Travelling Commissioners free to tour who should be able 
to spend sufficient time in the countries they visit to absorb 
local conditions. Four such men will suffice. At first they 
will probably be mostly engaged in bringing back sugges- 
tions as to how local effcrts can be supplemented, whether 
capital is required for cotton growing in particular localities, 
and what further exploration is needed. Agricultural 
knowledge and administrative experience is desirable in 
these Travelling Commissioners. 

5. For the work uncer (e) and (f) scientific knowledge 
is required On the staff. A man who had been engaged on 
sientife work in the tropics, preferably on cotton, and had 
reently returne] to England on pension, should be well 
suited for much of the work of recording and disseminating 
‘nformation useful for men abroad at work on cotton. The 
actual Research work to be undertaken abrcad will be con- 
‘rolled in each place by a responsible chief, but the financial 
control will be in the hands of the General Director. The 
studv of special scientific problems will be submitted as 
required to the highest available authorities by the General 
Director. . 

6. It is expected that much of the commercial work 
under (gq) will be done by the British Cotton Growing 
\ssociation, with whom an agreement has been provisionally 
arranged, but it will be necessary to have a Commercial 
Secretary in the Central Office. 

On this basis the general scale of salaries for the 
staff directly attached to the Central Office would be ap- 
proximately as follows: — 

General Director ... wi ... £2,000 or upwards. 
Travelling Commissioner £1,200 to £1,800 
plus expenses. 

General Secretary - .. £750 to £1,000. 
Assistant Secretaries in charge 

of Territorial Sub-Sections £400 to £800. 
Scientific Recorder .. £500 to £750. 
Commercial Assistant ... << eee 

The cost of the Central Office including rent and minor 
expences is estimated to amount to about £25,000 per annum. 


THE STAFF ABROAD. 

Research Station or Stations abroad.—These will con- 
duct the higher research regarding the cotton plant, as 
distinct from investigations designed to promote the in- 
terests of particular areas, and will be under the financial 
control of the General Director. . 

The exact plans are necessarily postponed until the 
Administrative Council comes into existence and_ the 
Director is appointed. It is, however, considered that a 
beginning could be made with £20.000 per annum to cover 
salaries and expenses including interest and amortisation 
of the initial outlay of capital. 


SCPPLEMENTING THE STAFFS OF AGRICULTURAL 
DEPARTMENTS OVERSEAS, AND PIONEERING. 


It is convenient to take these two classes of work to- 
gether as they will only be undertaken after consultation 
with the Local Agricultural Departments and as the men, 
who will be engaged for such work, will possess qualifica- 
tions similar to those required by Agricultural Departments 
abroad. The duty of providing an Agricultural Depart- 
ment falls primarily on the local government. Whilst the 
different Agricultural Departments have done much exceed- 
ingly valuable work on cotton, yet the care of all crops 
falls naturally within their duties. If exceptional atten- 
tion be desired for cotton it is not unreasonable that the 
Committee should find and pay additional men required for 
tht purpose. In working any such proposals the greatest 
sitess is laid on the fullest co-operation with the local 
Agricultural Departments. Help could, of course, be given 
to them by block grants, but it is believed that more rapid 
progress may be expected and greater efficiency attained if 
these additional men are found and paid for by the Empire 
Cotton Growing Committee. In putting forward this 
«heme there is no intention of creating an independent 
body inside a local department. The additional men will be 
posted to a department for a specified period, after full 
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consultation with and on invitation by the local administra- 
tion. They will be fully under the control of the local 
Director of Agriculture, subject to the same rules of 
discipline as the local officers of the department, and draw 
their salaries and allowances through the local treasuries, 
the Committee being responsible to the Local Government 
tor providing the funds needed. As the work of these men 
will benefit the locality, it is hoped that the Local Govern- 
ments will supply the subordinate staff necessary and also 
the local travelling expenses; though in the case of some 
of the less developed countries it is recognised that con- 
tributions may reasonably have to be made for this purpose. 

This method is preferable to a system of lump grants to 
departments, because :— 

(1) It creates a body of men who will have specialised 
in cotton, from which at times a Local Govern- 
ment may be very glad to draw. 

(2) It is more flexible—local departments are necessarily 
organised according to the unit of administration, 
and transfers of men _ between different 
administrations are not always easy to obtain. 

(3) It will provide men from which the Travelling 
Commissioners can later be drawn. 

Their emoluments will conform to those paid by the 
Agricultural Departments of the locality, with proper 
provision for a system of gratuities based on length of 
service in lieu of pensions: therefore, in framing these 
estimates the scales of pay in force or proposed for many 
of the Agricultural Departments abroad have been 
examined. In caleulating the numbers required, the 
countries which are in a comparatively early stage of 
development have chiefly been considered, though invita- 
tions to extend the same system to the countries more 
fully organised will be welcomed. 

Calculating on this basis, it will be necessary to provide 
for a staff of 90 men (including scientific workers. and 
agricultural officers of different grades) as supplemental to 
local Agricultural Departments. This it is estimated will 
cost £88,000 per annum. Pioneering work, capital expen- 
diture. and local expenses in countries in which local 
administrations would require assistance will absorb another 
£15,000 

The provisions for gratuities on termination of service 
will require the formation of a sinking fund of £7,000 
a year, 

Travelling allowances for transfers, journeys home end 
outward—£5,000. 

This section of work is. therefore, estimated to ost 
eventually £115.000 per annum. 


EDUCATION. 

Other funds which will mainly, but not necessarily, be 
spent at home will be required for the work under Group I. 
(iv) b—i.e., assisting in providing facilities for training 
men for the various agricultural services abroad. 

It is estimated that to meet the demand for scientists for 
work on tropical plants, University staffs in this country 
should be increased specially for this purpose by at least :— 


£ 
h PPPOECRMOTOMINS ones ccc ciiccscesssccvess pase talmien tainting’ 5,000 
15 Lectureships a a 12,000 
6 Administrative and Technical Lectureships...... 5,000 
°2 Post Graduate studentships seaman Bilan dssaabeteiaicies 5 000: 
£27 000 


Less Contributions from other Industries (say) 15,000 


£12,000 


Such a staff will be of service to all industries using 
tropical vegetable products, and it is proposed to endeavour 
to co-ordinate these industries in a common effort for this 
purpose. It is suggested that the cotton industry will be 
doing its share if it finds £12,000 a vear. 


INFORMATION. 


The cost of supplying information and of the issue of a 
journal has been included in the estimate for the Central 
Office. 

COMMERCIAL HANDLING. 


Under this head a great variety of expense is possible, 
and apart from the difficulty of estimating what money 
will be wanted, there is the further question as to the 
amount of assistance that may be expected from the British 
Cotton Growing Association. Tt is, of course, understood 
that in doing commercial work for the Empire Cotton 
Growing Committee the British Cotton Growing Association 
will neither make a profit nor incur losses to themselves, 
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and, therefore, profit and loss will fall to the account of the 
Empire Cotton Growing Committee. 

The kind of expenses which will be incurred include the 
following : 

(i) Guaranteeing prices. 

(ii) Advances against growing crops. 

(iii) Ginning, baling and costs of bringing to market. 

(iv) Carrving the crop and merchanting. 

The following points await further consideration :— 

(a) The probable capital required (other than that 
which may be obtainable each season from the 
Banks) fo: financing every 100,000 bales up to, 
sav, 900,000. 

(b) The losses which must be expected if a liberal policy 
of forward buying is adopted, remembering the 
possibility of a fall in the price of cotton during 
the next few years. 

There is another’ kind of not dealt with in 
the main report, viz., the setting up of experimental cotton 
growing enterprises on a semi-commercial scale. The work 
proposed to be undertaken by the British Cotton Growing 
Association in India might be mentioned as an instance. It 
is hoped that before long shape may be given to another 
organisation for growing cotton in suitable places on com- 
mercial lines. In the meantime it 1s considered wiser not 
to include work of this kind within the scope of this budget. 


expense 


SUMMARY. 
The summary of the foregoing annual financial require- 
ments 1s:— 
£ 
95 O00 
90.000 


Office and Journal! 
Stations abroad 
Supplementing — staffs 

ics cer claekinabcnnebinne’ 


Education 


Central 
Research 


overse is 
115.000 
12.009 


£172,000 





To this must be added the Commercial Handling for which 
no estimate has been framed. but which will require funds. 

It is clear that the annual outlay under some of these 
heads will not at first be renlised, but on the other hand it 
will be necessary at the earliest stages to be very liberal 
under the head of Commercial Handling in places in which 
the growing of cotton is still in its infancy. Thus, in order 
to carry out the recommendations of the main report, an 
income of approximately £200,000 ought to be assured. 


- —— 
iP 


Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
leqal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves.]} 











INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY REGULATIONS IN 
SPAIN. 

With reference to the notice in the “‘ Journal ”’ of 
92nd April (p. 547) and to previous notices regarding 
industrial property regulations in Spain, it is notified 
that the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid ’’ of 17th July published a 
Royal Order again postponing the date of expiration of 
the suspension of those regulations. 

The new Order provides that the measures of excep- 
tion in regard to industrial property adopted by the 
Royal Order of 23rd September, 1914, be prorogued 
till 3lst January, 1921, and that the right of priority 
granted to foreign patents by previous official disposi- 
tions is prorogued until 30th September next. 





ASSOCIATED SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL 
SOCIETIES OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

A movement which has been proceeding actively for 
some time in Johannesburg, writes H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in South Africa recently, culminated in 
the formation of a body to be known as the Associated 
Scientific and Technical Societies of South Africa. 

The new organisation will brine together eight or ten 
of the chief technical societies of South Africa into a 
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common institution. The necessary funds are beips 
obtained by a loan from the Chamber of Mines, by con. 
tributions from the capital funds of each society, ap) 
Ly an appeal to each of their members. 





GERMAN DECREES AFFECTING CAPITAL ANp 
INDUSTRY. 

Tran ions of the undermentioned Decrees, amoy 
others, have been torwarded to the Departinent Oo] Over. 
seas Trade by the British Commercial Comumissioner jy 
Perlin, together with the corresponding | | 
‘* Deutscher Reichsanzeiger ’’ :— 

Decree No. 68 (29th March), Capital Profit Tax. 
Decree No. 70 (80th March), Corporation Incon, 

Tax Law. 

Decree No. 71 (1st April), Order for 
fron Industry. 

The translations and the German journal named may 
be consulted by those interested on application to th, 
Departinent at 35, Old) Queen Street, Westminster 


S.W.1. 
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MARKET FOR SPARKING PLUGS IN WESTERN 
CANADA. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Winnipeg reters, in, 
recent Report, to the opening that exists for the sale of 
sparking plugs in Western Canada. He states that 
competent authorities estimate that the number of 
motor cars in use in Western Canada will approximat 
to 200,000 by the close of the year, So that the volime 
ot trade in automobile must be ver 
considerable. : 

H.M. Trade Commissioner that there ar 
several reliable agents in Western Canada who we 
desirous of securing the agency for a sparking plug ¢ 
British manufacture. He has forwarded copies of the 
catalogues and price lists of spark plugs manufactured 
by a New York firm, whose product finds a sale in 
Canada, together with a copy of a ‘‘ Table of Sizes of 
Spark Plugs for Tractors and Cars in Western Canada.” 
The price lists show the prices at which the wholesak 
trade purchase the plugs, delivered at Winnipeg, al 
charges paid, and also the prices at which the plugs ar 
retailed in Western Canada. 

Sparking plugs entering the Dominion are dutiabl 
under No. 453 of the Canadian Customs Tariff, whichis 
as follows:—Eritish preferential tariff, 15 per cent. 
intermediate, 25 per cent. ; general, 27! per cent. 

It is suggested that United Kingdom manufactures 
interested should communicate with H.M. Trade Com: 
missioner at 610, Electric Railway Chambers, Winn: 
peg, furnishing him with copies of their catalogues 
price lists, etc., and giving some indications as to time 
required for delivery. An advice to the Department di 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 
S.W.1, of their having done so, would also be 
appreciated. 

The copies of the American catalogues, price lists and 
table referred to above may be seen by United King 
dom manufacturers at the Department (Room 49, Te. 
No. Victoria 9040, Ext. No. 29) up to 7th August, afte 
which date they will be available for loan to mail 
facturers in the provinces who may be unable to call. 


accessories 


states 





CANADIAN TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
REQUIREMENTS. 

Several additional technical schools are to be built ty 
the School Boards of the various Western cities and 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg has furnishe a 
ivpical specification of the tools and materials requilé 
hy such institutions and issued by the Winnipeg Public 
School Board. The tools and materials required include 
machine shop supplies, forge room material, hardware, 
electrical supplies, ete. 

The above-mentioned specifications may be consulted 
hy United Kingdom firms interested at the Enau" 
Room, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Quet? 
Street, London, S.W.1. 
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NOTES ON TRADE —continued. 





TREATMENT OF OVERSEAS AGENTS IN THE 
DOMINIONS. 

During the dificult times that accompanied and have 
followed the war, United Kingdom manufacturers and 
merchants have no doubt received many complaints 
from their customers and agents all over the Empire. 
Manv of these complaints are due to causes over which 
guns here have no control, but one that is frequently 
made might, it is felt, to some extent be remedied, and 
that is, failure to notify agents and customers of the 
+ate of affairs in the industry at home, of ability to 
supply, of failure to execute orders, and of the reasons 
for such failure. Statements have been received from 

number of agents, either direct or through His 
Majesty's Trade Commissioners, to the effect that not 
only do their principals not volunteer information us to 
the reasons for high prices and late deliveries, but that 
when asked for reasons which the agents can advance 
io their customers, their principals either ignore the 
request or reply in a brief and entirely unsatisfactory 
letter. An instance may be cited of a firm in one of 
the Dominions who took a great deal of trouble to secure 
, municipal contract and were assured that, if the goods 
could be delivered, the contract would be given to them. 
They cabled and wrote, but received no reply from their 
principals, who thereby jeopardised not only their own 
nosition with respect to further orders from that munici- 
nalitvy, but also that of all the other firms represented 
by that agent. On the other hand. goods sometimes 
arive almost before the agents know that they are 
coming at all. 

Overseas agents realise a good deal of the difficulties 
which exist; at home and are prepared to take them into 
aecount. His Majestv’s Trade Commissioners also lose 
no opportunity of meeting criticisms in this way, but 
it Is felt that this plea does not altogether meet tie 
ease, and that irritation is sometimes caused which 
could be avoided, and which must be deterimental to 
the strong desire to purchase British goods which un- 
doubtedly exists throughout the Empire. It is pointed 
out that manufacturers should remember that it is their 
agents, and not thev, who have to live alongside and 
endeavour to do business with disappointed customers, 
and that failure to keep the agent properly informed 
may lead to the latter going to useless trouble and 
expense in obtaining orders which cannot be executed. 
A little more information from home and a little clearer 
indication of the possibilities of doing business would 
7a long way towards smoothing matters, and would 
tend to remove the impression that in more important 
things also, overseas agents and customers are not 
receiving due consideration. 


MOVEMENT OF WAGES. 

On p. do of the ‘* Board of Trade Journal’’ for 22nd 
Juy the number of workpeople affected by increases 
inthe quarter April-June, 1920, was given as 8,056,900. 
Attention should have been drawn to the fact that many 
workpeople received more than one advance during the 
period, and, if these advances fell in different months, 
were included more than onee. The number of separ- 
ale individuals who received advances of wages in the 
first sir months of 1920 was 6.507.000. 


——_ SS —_——— 


IMPLEMENTS FOR ORCHARD TILLING IN 
NEW ZEALAND. 

the issue of the New Zealand “ Journal of Agricul- 
tre“ of 20th May contains an article on orchard tilling 
and specifies the implements used for the purpose. 

The article, which is copiously illustrated with photo- 
staphs of some of these implements in operation, may 
be consulted by United Kingdom manufacturers of such 
implements and others interested in the industry, on 
plication to the Enquiry Room, Department of Over- 
*as Trade, 35 Old Queen Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 


—— 
a 
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Exhibitions and Farrs. 


DOMINIONS TOURING EXHIBITION. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is organising the 
Dominions Touring Exhibition with the object of foster- 
ing and developing trade with the Dominions, and 
enabling manufacturers and merchants to bring ‘their 
coods to the notice of buyers in all parts of the Empire. 

The Exhibition will carry specially selected samples 
of British manutactured goods to South Africa, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand and Canada, in which countries 
the following principal cities will be visited :— 

SOUTH AFRICA: 

Durban, Johannesburg, 

NEW ZEALAND: 
Christchurch, Wellington, Auckland, 

AUSTRALIA: 

Perth, Adelaide. Melbourne, Hobart, 
Brisbane, Sydney. 

CANADA: 
Vancouver, 
Halifax. 

The Dominions Governments offermg every 
facility, and are assisting by providing Exhibition Halls 
and arranging reduced fares, freights, ete., and the 
active co-operation of H.M. Trade Commissioners may 
be relied upon. 

The Tour will leave England early in 
travel for about two years. 

The scheme will be self-supporting, and, estimating on 
1 basis of 500 units of space, the Tour can be conducted 
under present conditions at a cost of about £210 per 
unit. Half a unit will cost £126. 

Firms may apply for a half-unit or for one or more 
units, 

A unit consists of 10it. frontage in the Exhibition, 
and two or four show and one or two packing- 
cases, according to the type of unit chosen. 

The above prices are exclusive of the cost of the show- 
prices of which may be obtained from the 
Department. 

The Tour is not merely an exhibition of samples for 
propaganda purposes: orders will be taken on the spot. 
Arrangements can be made either for a firm’s local 
agent to take charge of their exhibits on entering the 
country, or a group of firrms can share the cost of a 
joint salesman: or exhibitors may send out thei own 
representative to accompany the Exhibition for the whole 
or part of the Tour. 

The ] Jepartment of Overseas Trade will clive every 
assistance to Fritish firms participating in the Tour 





Cape Town. 


Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal, 


are 


1921 and will 


CASES, 


CASES, 


to secure a footing in these markets. Complete infor- 
mation as to the best channels through which goods 


mav be introduced, and recommendations as to agents 
end local trading conditions with respect to any article 
ean be supplied by the Department. 





TRIESTE FAIR. 

H.M. Consul-General at Trieste writes that at a 
meeting of the Trieste Branch of the British Chamber 
of Commerce for Italy it was unanimously decided that 
the Chamber should engage a pavilion for British manu: 
facturers and steamship. agents, ete., with the object 
of promoting British trade in Trieste and the hinter- 
land at the Fair which is to be opened at Trieste on 
26th September. 

Applications for small spaces in the British pavilion 
should be addressed direct to the British Chamber of 
Commerce, Trieste. For larger spaces, applications 
should be addressed direct to the Trieste Sample Fair. 

All samples, whether classed as goods of which the 
import is prohibited or not, will be admitted duty free 
if addressed to ihe Trieste Sample Fair. The Trieste 
local authorities give their assurance of complete 
co-operation m= every and are anxious for 
British participation in this, their first, Sample Fair. 

Anv British subjects wishing to visit the Fair should 
eecure hotel accommodation wel] in advance. 


respect ‘ 











THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


AvuGUST 5, 1929 





EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS—continued. 





BRITISH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL AkT 
EXHIEPITION. 

The unique display of design and craftsmanship at 
the British Institute of Industrial Art, at 217, Knights- 
bridge, continues to attract widespread interest both 
at home and abroad. 

Visits have been paid to the Exhibition by special 
deputations from the United States and the Continent, 
and the designs exhibited have been the subject of 
keen discussion and admiration in the foreign trade 
press. This is specially the case in the United States, 
where the whole scheme—the promotion of co-opera- 
tion between the artist-designer and the mass manu- 
facturer—has excited great interest. A special visit 
of inspection is being arranged by the Arts and, Crafts 
Societv of New York, and a second deputation from 
Norway is expected shortly. 

Amongst recent exhibits is the silver-gilt mace pre- 
sented by members of the British Medical Faculty to 
the American College of Surgeons, a beautiful execu- 
tion of symbolical design. 

The Information Bureau formed in connection with 
the Institute has already received and dealt with many 
enquiries from manufacturers, artists, buyers und 
students. As the Institute develops it is hoped to under- 
take propaganda abroad and extend the scope of influ- 
ence by specialised travelling exhibitions. 

The last Wednesday of each month is kept as a 
“Trade Day,’’ the Institute being closed to the public 
and special invitations sent to foreign buyers and 
agents present in the United Kingdom. 





WARSAW EXHIBITION POSTPONED. 

The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the Exhibition of Anti-Fire Appliances which it was 
proposed to hold in Warsaw this vear has been post- 
poned until May, 1920. 





LUXEMEPEURG EXHIBITION CANCELLED. 


The Department of Overseas Trade is informed that 
the Agricultural Machinery Exhibition which it was 
proposed to hold in Luxemburg in September has been 
cancelled. 


ee 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

Great War Exarsitrion— 

May 15th-Oct. 2nd. Address to Secretary, Crystal Palace. 

EXHIBITION OF THE BRITISH INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL ART— 
217, Knightsbridge, S.W.7. Open throughout the 
summer months. 

Spornrs AND PasTIMes EXxHIBITION— 

August 2nd, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Promoted by 
Messrs. Gunner and Turner, 28, Cowcross Street, E.C.1. 

Bakers’, CONFECTIONERS’, AND ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-l0th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 

Tae Macuine Toor anp ENGINEERING EXHIBITION—- 

September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Tool 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 
3lst to Secretary. 70. Victoria Street, Westminster, 
S.W.1. 

Business Erricrency Exarsirion— 

September 9th-18th. Birmingham Chamber of Com- 
merce, 95, New Street. 

Grocers’, Provision Dreaters’ & Attiep TRADERS’ ExnisiToN— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. 
Trades, Markets and Exhibitions. Ltd., 31, Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C.4. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER FAIR— 

October 4th-9th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. 
Organised by ‘‘ The Shoe and Leather Record,’’ 40, 
Finsbury Square, E.C.2, on behalf of The Shoe and 
Leather Fair Society, Ltd. 

INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Motor VentcLte EXHIBITION— 
October 14th-23rd. at Olympia. Organised by the 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 88, 
Pall Mall. London. S.W.1 

INTERNATIONAL Motor Exuipirrion— 

November 4th-135th. at Olympia and the White City. 
Organised by the Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders, Lid., 83. Pali Mall. London, S.W.1. 














—$_____ 


FORTHCOMING FAIRS —continued. 





LaUNDRY TRADES EXHIBITION— 
November 7th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Isling. 
ton. 
THE CYCLE AND Mortror-CycLe SHow— 
November 29th-December 4th, at Olympia.  Organisy 
by the Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers’ gy 
Traders’ Union, Ltd., The Towers, Coventry. 
GLasGow SHIPBUILDING, ENGINEERING, AND ELECTRICAL 
EXHIBITION— 
Kelvin Hall, Nov. 8th-Dec. 4th. Apply J. M. Freq 
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. | 
INTERNATIONAL RUBBER EXHIBITION— 
London, June, 1921. 


OVERSEAS. 
ANTWERP FETES— 


May to October. Address: 21 Rue Arenburg, Antwerp 

VENICE ArT EXHIBITION— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th t 
October 31st, by Municipality, at the Exhibition Palas 
Address :—Ufficio di Segretaria dell Esponzione (Mujj. 
cipio) Venice. 

LILLE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION — 

May-October. Organised by Corporation. 

LINKOPINA (SWEDEN)— 

July 15th to August 18th. 
Metz NatTIonaAL ExHIBITION— 
July 22nd to September 26th. (See “* Board of Trad 
Journal,’’ March 18th.) 
REICHENBERG FAIR— 
August 14th-22nd. 
Leipzig TECHNICAL SAMPLE FAIR— 
August 15th-21st. 
GENERAL FAarR— 
August 28th to September 4th. 

EASTERN GERMANY TRADE FAIR— 

August 15th-20th (National), Koenigsberg. 

SWEDISH TRACE FAIR— 

August 2nd-8th, at Malino. 

ELECTRICAL EXHIBITION— 

At Leeuwarden, Holland, August 14th to September 
15th. (International.) 

CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 

August 28th to September 1lth, at Toronto. Apply to 
Mr. Walters, King Street East, Toronto, Ontario. 
GENEVA TRACTOR EXHIBITION— 
September Ist-2nd. Apply to Secretarie de la Clam 
d’ Agriculture, 4 l’Athénee Geneva. 
FREDERICIA (DENMARK) FURNITURE FAarR— 
September 5th-15th. 
NORWEGIAN INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
Christianiz, September 5th-18th. 
Bureos (Spain) AGRicurtTuaL MACHINERY AND Tracmoy 
LE XHIBITION— 
September 4th-14th. 

PRAGUE Farr— 
September 5th to 28th. (See ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” 
July 8th.) 

LAUSANNE. ALIMENTARY AND AGRICULTURE— 
September 11th-26th, 1920. 

BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FAIR— 
September 25th to October 10th. Applications to ls 
Direccion General de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 
50, Barcelona. 

RomME AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
(See ‘“‘ Journal ’’ June 24th.) 

TRIESTE FAtR— 
September 26th. (See the ‘‘ Journal’’ of 22nd July, 
page 95.) 

Lyons Farr— 
October lst-15th. 

FRANKFORT TuHtrp INTERNATIONAL FAIR— 
October 3rd-9th. 

Turin EXxHIBITION— 
October. 

Maprip SAMPLE FAIR— 
October. 

Swiss SAMPLE FarR— 
Lausanne, Autumn. 

SHANGHAI— 
Exhibition of American and Chinese products late # 
the year. 

AUSTRALIAN Motor SHow— 

Sydney. January 7th, 1921. 

MILWAUKEE SHOE ExXposITion— 
January 10th-13th, 1921. Association of National Shor 
Retailers. 

Cryton Motor SHow— 

Colombo, January 7, 1921. 


TRADE TOURS. 
Trade Tours are under organisation by the Department # 
Overseas Trade, as follows :— 
To the British Dominions, leaving early in 1921. 
To South America 
To Far East 
To United States 


| To follow. 
Full particulars may be had on application to the Departmen! 
ef Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1L 


_ — 
— 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEKLY CABLE. 


The cable received from the Director-General of Com- 
mercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 28th July, is as under: 


SEASON. 
Rain has fallen fairly generally throughout, except in 
North-Western India, Assam, and East Coast of Madras, 
where the fall was local. 











Crops. 

Crop conditions generally good, but more rain required in 
some parts. 

MARKETS. 

Bombav cotton market weak. Fully good broach, July- 
August, Rs.421. Piece-goods market steady owing to good 
retail enquiry. The enormous loss caused by fire on 22nd 
July in Mulji Jetha Piece-Goods Market, Bombay, must 
affect trade. Calcutta jute market steady, with little doing. 
Heavy goods quiet. Hessians very quiet with slight decline 
in price. 

No change in Bank rates. 


CANADA. 
INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL 
CONDITIONS. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 





(From 


Canadian factories continue to operate at capacity in 
almost all cases, according to reports covering the past three 
months received in June by one of the large banks with 
head office in Toronto. Most of them appeared to have 
orders for some time ahead, though a few reports of can- 
cellations gave a little element of uncertainty as to the 
future. Among the exceptions the clothing trade was 
prominent. One of the Toronto branches reported that the 
garment workers in the majority of cases have only sufh- 
cient work to maintain their staff and carry the overhead, 
while Montreal clothing manufacturers reported cancella- 
tions numerous enough to lead to a slowing down, and some 
of the smaller factories have temporarily closed. In London 
there was dullness in cigar manufacturing, leading some 
of the workers to remove to the United States. <A few 
cities reported industrial difficulty through lack of coal, as 
in Ottawa and Windsor, or insufficient raw material in a 
few points in Western Ontario. 

Retatrt TRADE. 

Although, perhaps, one-third of the cities and towns re- 
porting, more especially in Western Ontario, stated that the 
retail trade was brisk. and collections fairly satisfactory, 
another group said that retail trade was slowing down partly 
because of the high prices and partly because of the burdens 
of the new Federal taxation. Still another section—and 
this was mainly in Western Canada—noted quietness in the 
retail trade, amounting to dullness in a few instances. The 
shortage of last vear’s crop had something to do with this, 
and the absence of the bonus to ex-soldiers, which had 
stimulated trade a vear ago, was another cause for different 
conditions. 

The position of labour showed continued full employment 
almost evervwhere. In some cases the factories were in need 
of more workers, while in Windsor the record rate of 7 dols. 
per day was being paid for unskilled labour. Few strikes 
were mentioned, and in Winnipeg, where a general strike 
raged a vear ago, there is much improved feeling. There is 
some unemployment in a few Western centres, including 
Fort William and Victoria, but almost everywhere wages are 
high. Building has been hampered by the high cost of 
material, and, as a rule, is not as extensive as it should be 
under the housing shortage. 





CANCELLATIONS IN THE TEXTILE TRADES. 


While a number of wholesale merchants admit that cancel- 
lations of orders of woollens and clothing materials have 
been heavy in Ontario recently, it is also maintained in 
some quarters that towards the middle of June a consider- 
able improvement occurred in this regard. 

Opinion on the matter of cancellations is divergent, some 
claiming that the wave of cancellations has hardly affected 
them. This experience does not seem to have been general, 
however. 














IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





With regard to the cost of woollen materials, there does 
not seem to be much prospect of lower values for some time 
to come. A prominent United Kingdom manufacturer, writing 
to a Toronto wholesaler, stated in June that the only diffi- 
culty experienced in the British market was that he could 
not accept more than 20 or 30 per cent. of the offers received. 
‘The great demand is for high-class fancy worsteds, and for 
that type of goods people are giving anything up to twelve 
months for delivery,’? he said. ‘‘Manufacturers,’’ he con- 
tinued, ‘‘are generally sold up for about twelve months 
ahead,’’ and the demand for fancy worsteds he represented 
as being so great that this class may probably go somewhat 
higher. His firm have decided to sell up so far as their 
purchases allow them to go, and then to cease selling 
absolutely until their deliveries approach more nearly to 
the date of orders. 


Ratibway EquiPpMENT ORDERED. 


The Canadian National Railways have ordered their equip- 
ment for the year 1920. The contracts call for 117 locomo- 
tives of various types, freight cars, refrigerators, cabooses, 
and ballast cars, to the number of 5,556, and passenger 
coaches, sleepers, diners, and baggage cars to a total of 100. 
During the past year 985 passenger cars of all types were 
delivered, including colonist and baggage cars; 2,200 freight 
cars, including 750 steel-frame box cars, and 82 passenger 
cars with diners and observation cars. 


SHIPBUILDING ON AMERICAN ACCOUNT. 


The ‘‘Gonzaba,’’ a steel cargo freighter, was launched on 
19th June at the yards of the Dominion Shipbuilding Co., 
Toronto. She was built for the Gulf Navigation Company, 
New Orleans. She will carry approximately 2,550 tons 
deadweight, is equipped with triple-expansion reciprocating 
engines of 950 horse-power, and has two Scotch marine 
boilers, capable of 180 Ib. pressure. 

Her keel was laid last February, and she was expected to 
sail on her maiden trip during the first week of July from 
Montreal to Havana. She was then to enter the trading 
service in the Gulf of Mexico and South America. A sister 
ship, the ‘‘Floraba,’’ is under construction at the same yards. 


CANADIAN Pup AND Paper Exports. 


Ontario pulp and paper mills have received from the 
Canadian Pulp and Paper Association the following state- 
ment as to Canadian exports of pulp and paper :— 

Dominion trade returns for the fiscal year ending 31st 
March give the total value of the pulp and paper exports for 
the year as 104,636,901 dols. This is the first time they have 
reached the hundred million mark. In the preceding year 
they were valued at 82,568,771 dols., and in 1918 at 63,344,143 





dols. They were made up as follows: — 
Dols. 
Paper and manufactures of .............. 63,253,419 
RIE MR s:554 Caninnnaaweasmaneiucnwlsen’ 33,000,063 
PE NS .cintcho ne nscesrarinnbenetesens 8,383,419 
TE apdadehireeaseosidoueneeaanmsannn 104,636,901 





The vear’s paper exports included 14,272,513  ewt. 
(approximately 718,625 tons) of newsprint, valued at 
53,203,792 dols., constituting more than 50 per cent. of the 
total. 

The unmanufactured pulpwood exported during the year 
amounted to 838.732 cords, valued at 8,454,803 dols., com- 
pared with 1,597,042 cords, valued at 15,386,600 dols., in 
1919, and 1,002,127 cords, valued at 8,339,278 dols. in 1918. 

Pulp and paper exports for March, the final month of the 
official year, were valued at 11,668,796 dols., a gain of 
3,668,236 dols. over the corresponding month of 1919. Ex- 
ports of newsprint for the month were 1,426,149 ewt. 
(71,307 tons), valued at 6,186,305 dols. 

Export Prices oF NEWSPRINT PAPER. 


Ontario and Canadian paper mills, generally, were 
interested in the announcement on Ist June of the Canadian 
Export Paper Company’s schedule of export newsprint paper 
prices for the third and fourth quarters of the current year, 
the new prices showing advances over prices at present 
quoted on their export lists. For the third quarter of 
1920 the new prices are 54 cents per Ib., mill, which is 
equivalent to 110 dols. per ton. For the fourth quarter of 
1920 the new price will be 6} cents per Ib., mill, which is 
equivalent to 130 dols. per ton. 

The Canadian Export Paper Company, Limited, controls 
approximately 25,000,000 dols. per annum of the export 
paper output of five of the leading Canadian newsprint pro- 
ducers, and it was generally expected that the other 
producers of newsprint in Canada would advance their 
prices in line with those adopted by the Export Paper Com- 
pany. as is usually the case. 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





Proposep Visit or Business MeN To THE West INDIEs. 
As a result of the visit paid to Western Ontario in June 
by the delegates to the West Indies Trade Conference at 
Ottawa, arrangements are being made for a tour of the 
West Indies by a number of Toronto and Hamilton business 
men next year. 
Bonp Issue For Hypro Etectric Power. 


A bond issue of 3,000,000 dols. was sold by the Province 
of Ontario in June to a Canadian syndicate on a basis of 
about 6°23 per cent. The bonds are for ten years. and 
bear 6 per cent., and the price paid was 98°317. The bonds 
were offered in Canada later at 100 and interest. ‘The 
money is to be used in connection with the enterprises of 
the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario. 

For some time past most of the Provincial issues in 
Canada have been sold in the United States, but the recent 
improved position of the Canadian bond market led the 
Ontario Provincial Treasurer to favour the home market for 
this issue. The net debt of the Province is small, being only 
6 dols. per head. 


a 


SOUTH-WEST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 
CONDITION AND PROSPECTS OF TRADE. 


In November of last year Mr. Wilson Goode, at that time 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Cape Town, paid a visit to the 
principal towns and places of commercial interest in the 
British Protectorate, which was formerly known as German 
South-West Africa. His Report has now heen issued (Cmd. 
842, price 9d. net). 

The German policy towards the country was, it is stated, 
directed almost wholly by military considerations, and the 
trade was conducted almost entirely by Germans, with 
Germany, by means of German shipping lines. Although 
the South-West African diamond industry is of considerable 
importance, it is mainly upon cattle raising that the future 
of the country depends. The extent of the growth of this 
industry will be determined by the following matters, viz. : 

(a) By a definite official pronouncement concerning the 

policy of the Government towards the future 
development of the country; 

(b) By the provision of increased facilities for obtaining 
water ; 

(c) By the ability of the country to attract settlers with 
ranching experience, and with a fair amount of 
capital; and 

(d) Bv the development of both internal and external 
means of communication. 

As regards the question of settlement, it must be borne 
in mind that, as the prospects of agricultural development 
are by no means favourable, and the stock farms are 
necessarily extensive, there does not appear to he anv im- 
mediate opening for settlers with small capital. 

After the termination of the Herero wars, the surviving 
native families were scattered over the farming districts 
and compelled by the Germans to provide the necessary 
farm and domestic labour. But with the recent change of 
Government, and the introduction of the British pohev of 
freedom for the natives. as well as for the Europeans. con- 
siderable difficulty has been experienced in obtaining suffi- 
cient labour, either for the farms, railwavs. or mines. It is 
possible that the reluctance of the natives to accept regular 
employment is due in a measure to their newlv-acquired 
independence, together with the rieht to hold land and 
stock, of which they were deprived by the Germans. But 
it is more probable that it arises to a greater extent from 
the inherent indolence of the South-West African native. 
which can no longer be corrected by the methods emploved 
by the Germans. No doubt the labour position will 
gradually improve as the native hecomes more accustomed 
to the chanced conditions: but. in the meantime. the 
shortage of labour is a serious restraint to development in 
every direction. 





AREA AND PoPULATION. 

The Protectorate is a large arid territory with a very 
small population—less than one to the square mile. The 
area is 322,400 square miles, and the country rises in a 
series of plateaux varving from 2,000 to 8,000 feet in height, 
diversified by hills. It is temperate, and not unhealthy for 
Europeans, except in the north and _ north-east, where 
malaria is prevalent. The white population—chiefly Ger- 
man, though there were a few Dutch South Africans—before 
the war numbered less than 15,000, and the native popula- 
tion was estimated at 239,000. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


The direction and control of the Protectorate railwavs are 
now vested in the Administration of the South African 
Railways, and. with the termination of hostilities and the 











IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE-— continued. 





repatriation of the army ot occupation, the railways in 
South-West Africa are gradually resuming conditions of a 
more normal character, with the result that both passenger 
and goods traflic have increased. Although the permanent 
ways of the pre-war railways in the Protectorate were the 
embodiment of constructional efficiency, the rolling stock 
was of a very mixed character, and the passenger coaches 
were greatly interior both in construction and accomimoda- 
tion to those in use on the South African railways. The 
engines, other than a few modern locomotives belonging te 
the Otavi 2ft. Vin. gauge line, were also very inferior, 
although some of them were comparatively new. The 
standard gauge (3ft. 6in)) engines are of a very low tractive 
capacity, and are frequently in the shops for repairs. In 
order to provide, therefore, satisfactory passenger services, 
a large quantity of the rolling stock of the South African 
railways was transferred to the railways in the Protectorate, 

The mechanical workshops at Usakos are now in good 
order, having been improved within the last two years. Five 
standard gauge engines have been rebuilt from war derelicts, 

Decreases in all classes of traffic except live stock were 
general last year, and were due to the reduction of the 
military establishment and the uncertainty which prevailed 
as to the future of the country and its inhabitants. As was 
to be expected, development was largely at a standstill on 
this account. Now that the destiny of the territory has 
heen decided, business activities will no doubt be resumed. 

Before the war the German shipping lines maintained a 
regular fortnightly service of cargo steamers from Hamburg 
to the ports of Swakopmund and Luderitzbucht alternately, 
as well as a three-weekly passenger service to and from the 
Protectorate. Occasional sailings were also arranged by the 
Union Castle Mail Steamship Company between South- 
West Africa and European ports, and transhipment facili- 
ties were given by the German lines to passengers proceed- 
ing to the Protectorate from England via Cape Town by the 
weekly mail steamers of the Union Castle Line. From the 
beginning of the war up to the end of 1919 there was no 
direct steamer connection with overseas countries, with the 
result that the external trade of the Protectorate was con- 
ducted almost entirely with the Union of South Africa. 

Tn 1916 the South African railways arranged special rates 
to points in the Protectorate so as to compete with <sea- 
borne traffic. and as a result the bulk of the traffic between 
the two countries has heen conveyed bv rail instead of by 
ocean transit. Nevertheless, during the year ended 30th 
June, 1919, 4,080 tons of cargo were shipped from Cape 
Town to Liideritzbucht and 4.330 tons to Walvis Bay in the 
coastal steamers of the Thesen Tine. <A small quantit~ of 
this cargo was shipped at Durban and Algoa Bav and 
transhipped at Cape Town for the Protectorate. There have 
been no definite or recular sailing dates, but small steamers 
of hetween 600 and 700 tons have been despatched to the 
Protectorate everv two or three weeks. 

REVENUE. 

The principal source of revenue Is the tax on diamonds, 
railway earnings coming second, and Customs receipts third. 
In this Report for 1918 the Administrator stated that 
the expenditure for the financial year ended on 31st March, 
1918, was £650,052, or a saving of nearly £110,000 on the 
Estimates. This was due to the fact that two Regiments 
of the South African Mounted Riflemen were returned to 
the Union in 1917, and also very largely to the fact that 
an exceptionally good season for the farmers in 1917 made 
it possible for the Administration to purchase large quanti- 
ties of mealies and hav in the Protectorate, and so save the 
very heavy railway charges, which amount to as much 4s 
18s. on a single bag of mealies, when fodder has to be 
obtained from the Union. The revenue collected amounted 
to £306,045, including the sum of £210,643 from the tax on 
diamonds. Although a period of stagnation in commercial 
circles in the Protectorate was anticipated, the Administra- 
tor was of opinion that this would not adversely affect the 
revenues of the Protectorate, the bulk ef which for some 
vears to come would be derived from the tax on diamonds. 
The opinion was also expressed that, provided the demand 
for diamonds continues and the prices remained at the then 
satisfactory level, the finances of the Protectorate should 
cause no anxiety, as the tax on diamonds would provide the 
greater portion of the revenue required annually for 
administrative purposes: but this would be conditional on 
the country being dealt with lightly in the matter of Public 
Debt charges. Tf. however, any arrangement were adopted 
whereby South-West Afriea had to bear the interest and 
sinking fund charges on the loan (or even a portion of it), 
from which the expenses of the 1914-15 campaign and of 
administration since have been met, it might seriously 
handicap, if not altovether destroy, development. 

Tn December, 1919. there were approximately 400.090 head 
of large stock. and one million head of small stock in the 
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‘had been sold before the outbreak of the war. 
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Protectorate, and it was estimated that, when fully stocked, 
he total carrying capacity of the country would be roughly 
yree million large stock, and from ten to twelve million 
snall stock. Betore. however, the country 1s capable of 
grrving this enormous increase in stock, water boring will 
ave to be carried out very extensively, which, with its 
oncomitant necessaries, will develop into industries of con- 
iderable magnitude, Moreover, cold storage accommodation 
will have to he provided at the chief export centres. 
{cording to the latest approximate returns, there were 
about 1.450 occupied farms in the Protectorate, of which 
about 1,300 were occupied by Germans and the remainder 
by Dutch-speaking people, It is thought that eventually 
she number of farms will reach 7,000, and if this should 
prove to be the case, the necessary building materials for 
homesteads, etc., will be considerable. 

The most suitable districts for large stock are in the mid- 
ands in the north. The average farm in these districts is 
about 5.000 hectares, with a carrying capacity of trom ten 
to twelve hectares per beast, but in the extreme north where 
farming is Of a mixed character the average farm 1s con- 
siderably smaller. There are many varieties of cattle, in- 
Juding the native breeds, to be found in the Protectorate, 
but expert opinion favours the Simmenthaler, which 
originates from Switzerland. The southern portion of the 
Protectorate 1S more suitable for small stock, and as the 
arrving capacity of the farms is about one hectare per sheep, 
they are large in consequence, and average about 10,000 
hectares. 

: THe Dramonp INpvsTRY. 

The beginning of the diamond industry dates back to 
{pril, 1908, when diamonds were discovered by a Cape hoy 
shile working on the construction of the railway between 
Iuderitzbucht and Keetmanshoop in the _ vicinity of 


IKolmanskop; and in 1913 the value of the yield from the 


Suth-West Africa diamond fields represented 20 per cent. 
of the value of the total diamond output of the world. The 
production between 1908 and 1913 was as follows: 


Average 
number of 
Year. Carats. Values. Valne stones to 
per carat. the carat 
; gs. dd. 
1908 38.275 55,898 29 2 - 
1406 483 26 705.629 9% 2.8 
1914 , £46 695 1,109,643 °% 2.5 5.75 
ae 773,308 069,065 95 (0.7 6.5 
1912. 1.051,177 1.511.600 28 8.8 6.00 
1912 1.470.000 3,084,581 41 11.5 4.97 
Total 4,662,/21 7,436,416 -- — ° 


— —_- —— — _-_— — — —__-_—__ 


0: the 1913 yield, 1,284,727 carats, valued at £2,698,500, 
, The total 
output up to August, 1914, was 5,400,000 carats, valued at 
£0.950,000. These figures will serve to show the immense 
importance of the diamond industry of the Protectorate. 

Although the operations of the diamond mining companies 
were suspended during the South-West Africa campaign, 
their activities were resumed after the occupation of the 
Protectorate, and they are still producing, with the excep- 
tion of the Bahnfelder Diamant Gesellschaft, which was 
wid in May, 1919, to a company which has not yet com- 
menced to work their new property. The Luderitzbuchter 
Bergbau Gesellschaft was sold in April, 1919, to the South- 
West Diamonds, Ltd., who are carrying on production. 

In 1918 the diamond industry was represented by the 
indermentioned companies, and their output during that 


Year was ag follows : — 
1918 Output 


Company Capital Metric Carats. 
; £ 
Pomona Diamanten Ges. Boh inttien ere 150,000 136,065,450 
Koloniale Berghau Ges. ria ee ator 5,025 79,551,800 
Deutsche Diamanten Ges. aah tal 125,000 63,945,075 
Kolmanskop Diamond Mines. Ltd. ............ 125,000 43,292,900 
Vereinigte Diamant Minen, Ltd. _............ 100,000 25,198,475 
Diamanten Aktien Ges. ......c.cccececceccceceeees 25,000 10,498,800 
Diamanten Abbatt Ges. ......ccccccecscccseeeeeee 3.000 6.041,400 
luderitzhuchter Bergbau Ges. ...ceccec.eee. 1,050 4,679,550 
‘Sold to South-West Diamonds, Ltd.. 
registered in Cape Province, Capital 
hahnfelder Diamanten Ges. .......c.cececeeeees 3.150 2,265,250 


372,138.700 
all the chief titles and interests of the territory have 
en acquired by and transferred to one company, which 
mill ‘wn more than 90 per cent. of the diamond output of 
‘uth-West Africa, and for the first time in the history of 
diamond mining, practically all the known diamond-produc- 
Ing arers in the world will he held by or controlled bv British 
“ sy subjects. The price paid for the Germa n interests 
3.000.000. The new company has been registered under 
y Jame of “The Consolidated Diamond Mines of South- 
“t Africa, Ltd.,’? with headquarters at Cane Town. 
ae semen fields which are being worked at the 

. me are situated south of Luderitzbucht to a 
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distance of 102 kilometres therefrom with the exception of 
those of the Kolmanskop Diamond Mines, situated about 7 
kilometres north-east of Luderitzbucht, a few fields owned 
by the Vereinigte Daimant Minen, which have closed down, 
and a mine belonging to the Diamant Aktien Gesellschaft 
which is still producing. The most southerly fields are those 
of the former Deutsche Diamant Gesellschatt, which extend 
trom Bogenfels to the border of the Pomona Diamant 
Gesellschaft, that is, from kilometre 102 to kilometre 77. 
Those of the Pomona Diamant Gesellschaft extend up to 
approximately kilometre 64. From thence start the fields 
of the Vereinigte Diamant Minen, followed by the South- 
West Diamonds (Luderitzbuchter Bergbau Gesellschaft), and 
the Diamanten Abbau Gesellschaft, which end at kilometre 
37. From kilometre 33 (Elizabeth Bay to Kolmanskop 
Station) extend the fields of the Koloniale Bergbau Gesell- 
schaft, and to the west thereof, between Elizabeth Bay and 
Luderitzbucht, are the fields of the Diamanten Aktien, 
other fields of the Diamant Abbau Gesellschaft and the 
Vereinigte Diamant Minen. 

An interesting feature in the distribution of the diamonds 
in the Protectorate is that the average size of the stones 
increases steadily from north to south until it reaches its 
maximum at Ida Tal in the Pomona area. 


MetTuops oF TRADING. 


The pre-war method of conducting business was for a 
German house to open a branch in each of the principal 
towns, each branch being independent of the other, but 
having under its control a number of small branches in out- 
lying districts. In the large towns (such as Luderitzbucht, 
Windhuk, Swakopmund, Keetmanshoop and Kavibib), the 
business was conducted on wholesale as well as on retail 
lines in almost every commodity, including wines and spirits, 
so that the large German houses were practically universal 
providers, Although during the war period the trade of the 
Protectorate was wrested from Germany, it is thought that 
before long a large portion of it will revert to pre-war 
channels, and that the German traders will not only secure 
the local German trade, but that they will succeed in captur- 
ing a good deal of the local British trade, and, in their 
endeavour to cater for the British population, the German 
traders will undoubtedly arrange to purchase goods in the 
United Kingdom for shipment to South-West Africa direct. 
On the other hand, British traders are not likely to obtain 
much of the German trade, and consequently they will be 
at a great disadvantage as compared with their German 
competitors. 

In 1919 the German houses were holding very small stocks; 
in fact, they were practically living ‘‘from hand to mouth’’ 
in anticipation of an early opportunity of importing direct 
from European countries, preferably from Germany; in 
fact, some of the German houses had already made arrange- 
ments for large orders to be placed in Germany through 
the medium of repatriated German subjects. The absence of 
direct communication with overseas countries was the cause 
of general complaint among the German traders, who re- 
garded the additional cost of importing via the Union as a 
serious imposition upon their commerce. Although war 
conditions enabled South Africa to develop a considerable 
trade with the Protectorate. merchants in the Union cannot 
expect to retain their trade in articles imported from over- 
seas countries and re-exported to the Protectorate. South 
African manufacturers who can produce efficiently, will 
probably find that the demand for their manufactures will 
be maintained, whilst South African produce is likely to 
continue to find a good market in the country. 

Before the war Chambers of Commerce were formed at 
Windhuk, Luderitzbucht, and Swakopmund, and these 
hodies are still in existence and continue to exercise a good 
deal of influence with the German commercial community. 
Since the war a British Chamber of Commerce has been 
formed in Windhuk. 

A list of the principal importers in the Protectorate 1s 
civen in an appendix to the Report. 





EUROPE. 


AUSTRIA. 


STATE PARTICIPATION IN HYDRO-FLECTRIC 
DEVELOPMENT. 

The British Commercial Commissioner in Vienna states that 
at a recent meeting of the Cabinet Council it was decided, 
in accordance with the proposal of State Secretary Dr. Ellen- 
bogen, that the State shall subscribe one-fifth of the capital 
of the Upper Austrian Water Power and Electricity Com- 
pany, which is to be 50 million kronen, and also join with 
40 million kronen in the guaranty for a 200 million loan 
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(from the banks). The rest of the capital will be subscribed 
and the guaranty borne by the province of Upper Austria, the 
Municipality of Linz, the Tramway and Electricity Company 
Linz-Urfahr, and the Austrian Waffenfabrik. The State 
will be represented on the Board of the new company in 
due proportion. 

(Note.—An article on Hydro-Electric Power Develop- 
ments in Austria was published in the ‘Journal’ of 25th 


March, pages 434-435. | 





FINLAND. 


INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENTS. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 





PAPER 


HELSINGFORS. 


In the course of a tour of inspection of the Finnish 
timber and paper-making industries, made in company with 
the representatives of United Kingdom newspapers, a visit 
to the town of Enso was paid. Here a new mill is expected 
to start work in September next. It will commence with a 
production of 40,000 tons per annum, but plans have 
already been drawn up for considerable extension, which 
will increase the entire output of the establishment to 
90,000 tons. Some of the machinery has been supplied by 
a British firm. 

Sources oF Mitt MACHINERY. 


It should be stated that most of the machinery installed 
in the country’s mills is of German, Swedish, or United 
States origin, very little having come from the United 
Kingdom. This was not, however, the case with boilers, 
which were mostly of British make. 

NuMBER AND OvutpcT oF MIILs. 


According to the latest available statistics there are in all 
26 paper mills in Finland, with 7] paper-making machines 
and 7 cardboard mills with 12 machines. The water-power 
utilised for working these mills is 73,390 horse-power and 
steam 13,820 horse-power. The number of hands employed 
exclusively at the paper mills is 6,096, and the vearly output 
is 230,000 tons. The capital involved is 261,998.000 Finnish 
marks. 

There are also 18 sulphite mills producing annually 190,200 
tons, capital involved 194,244,000 F.Mks. and 6 sulphate 
mills producing 66,000 tons. The capital involved is 
104,000,000 F.Mks. 

The sawmills number 375, employing 14,111 hands with an 
annual production in value of 98,962,900 Finnish marks. 





ROUMANIA. 





CROP CONDITIONS IN TRANSYLVANTA. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 
Civs. 
The area under cultivation in Transylvania and the 


Roumanian Banat is helow that of normal years, a fact 
partly due to the scarcity of draught animals and agricul- 
tural machinery, and the migration to towns and industrial 
centres of field workers. 


HARVEST PROSPECTS. 


With regard to the harvest, the prospects of winter-sown 


grain were greatly improved by good rains in May, and field 
work which had been hampered was resumed under more 
favourable conditions. Spring sowing is now finished and 
the grain, especially maize, is said to be coming up very well. 
Fodder is also satisfactory. On the whole a good average 
crop may be expected. 

There have been no hail storms or late frosts which so 
often damage the fruit crops in Transylvania and the vines 
are also reported to be doing well. — 

According to a recent report published in the local press, 
the area sown last autumn in Transvlvania was as follows :— 


| Hectares. 
ee 598 220 
EE ae 68 380 
eee ae 23,791 
| ERE SE et 1.122 


Tre Toxsacco Cror. 

The prospects of the tobacco crop are also good. The 
area under cultivation has increased from 3,000 hectares in 
1919 to 4,500 hectares in 1920, and this year’s production is 
estimated at 4.500 to 5,000 tons. This is about 20 per cent. 
of the estimated yield for the whole country. The require- 
ments of Greater Roumania being roughly 15,000 tons, it is 
expected that about 10,000 tons will be available for export. 
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Hungarian leaf tobacco and Turkish ‘‘yaca’’ tobacco I 
grown for the first time in this district this vear. 


INCREASED CULTIVATION OF POTATOES. 


The cultivation of potatoes has increased consideny 
of late years, and a company with a capital of 20 nj. 
kronen has been formed in Sibiu for the manufactyp 
starch, syrup, sugar, etc., from potatoes. | 


Export Grain IN EXCHANGE FOR MACHINERY, Ete. 


Fifteen thousand wagons of Roumanian maize, oats wi 
millet are to be set aside for export out of this and he 
year’s crops, and in exchange it is proposed to jmys 
agricultural machinery, agricultural implements, cotton vs 
linen. It is understood that those peasants who have gy» 
more than one hectare this year will be supplied with thy 
necessaries at cost price. 





ASIA. 


NETHERLAND EAST INDIES. 


HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER IN SUMATRA, 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 








Batavis. 

In connection with the concession granted for the purpos 
of generating hydro-electric power needed for the manyi» 
ture of fertilisers for the River Moesi, near Benkosl 
several features appear to be of unusual interest and. jt; 
stated, will result in considerable saving of cost in sisi: 
struction of the works. ’ 

Amongst others, special mention may be made of t 
manner in which the dam will be built across the absolutes 
dry bed of the river, as well as of the proposal to make yw 
of a by-station of 50,000 h.p. in the second year of the wy; 
so that the manufacture and organisation at the factory mr 
be running smoothly and a return be obtained upon ti 
outlay long before the full power can be available for uy. 

The surveys for the scheme are not vet completed, buti 
is stated that 150,000 horse-power will be obtainable frm 
the turbines at a cost of, in all probability, one hundred 
euilders per horse-power, and of not more than 133 guilder 

The cost of power per kilowatt-year is estimated tok 
about twelve guilders. 

Several large firms of manufacturers in the United Stata 
are stated to be endeavouring to find capital to finance th 
scheme in the hope of thus being able to supply th 
necessary plant both for the works as well as for the cm 
struction of the same. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


COSTA _ RICA. 


TELEGRAPH AND 
INSTALLATIONS. 
The ‘* Gaceta Oficial ’? (San José) of 10th June publisie 

the following Decree, which may interest United Kingdo 

firms who are represented in Costa Rica :— 

irt. 1.—The Executive Power is authorised to employ tle 
sim of two hundred and fifty thousand colons from tl 
Public Treasury in the purchase and installation of a radio 
telegraphic or radio-telephonic station of sufficient power ! 
obtain direct or indirect communication with the places 
the world where radio-telegraphic, radio-telephonic, cable 
graphic, or telegraphic public offices have been opened. Ths 
station must be established by preference in the capital 
the Republic. 

Art, 2.—From the same sum will be taken the amoutt 
necessary for the purchase and installation of radio-tee 
eraphic or radio-telephonic sub-stations in distant regions 
the notional territory, and by preference in the cantons of 
Osa, Puntarenas, and Liberia, and in the region of Siseaola 
in those places in which the towns and State mi 
derive the best service and in which the exigencies of radiv- 
telegraphie technique may be satisfied. | 

irt. 3.—The sum destined for the carrying out of thi 

Decree will appear in the Estimate voted for the economl? 

vear of 1920. 

Art. 4.—Decree No. 34 of 10th April of the current ona 
issued by the Government of Dr. Francisco Aguulat 
Barguero is ratified, by which the wireless telegraph and 
telephone are declared of public utility and State monopolié 
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Finance and Banking. 


FRANCE. 


BUDGET LEGISLATION. 
The ‘Journal Officiel’”? of 15th-16th July publishes a Law. 


dated 10th July, fixing the maximum Departmental and 
Communal Taxes—direct contributions—for the year 1921. 

The text of the Law (in French) may be seen at the 
Enquiry Office of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Qld Queen Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 











_— 


ESTABLISHMENT OF FRANCO-SPANISH 
BANK. 


A bank lias been formed in Paris under the style of, states 
a Paris journal, the Banque Francaise et Espagnole, with 
a capital of 40 million frances in shares of 500 francs. The 
new institution has been constituted with the object of 
promoting business relations between France and Spain. 





HUNGARY. 
RECENT BANKING DEVELOPMENTS. 


The following notes have been gathered from the Hun- 
garian and Austrian press, and may prove of interest as 
illustrative of recent developments in banking circles 1m 
respect of the industrial and economic revival in Hungary. 





FRENCH CAPITAL FoR HuNGARIAN UNDERTAKINGS. 

In an literview with a representative of the ‘*Ujsag,’’ the 
late Hungarian Minister of Tinance stated that French 
capitalists are showing much interest in the economic life 
of Hungary, and positive results will soon accrue. The 
most important Parisian financial groups are interested in 
acquiring Hungarian undertakings, which proves that the 
French have acknowledged the high economic importance 
of Hungary for the Kast of Europe. Owing to this interest 
of the French and the prospects of Hungarian export trade, 
a further appreciation of the krone rate of exchange was 
expected by the ex-Minister, but a primary condition to 
betterment was the restoration of order and peace in the 
country. 

HvunGARIAN-ITALIAN Bank AND O11 Imports. 

The ‘‘Finanzobserver’’? states that the Ungarisch- 
Italienische Bank has acquired the majority of the shares 
of the Union Handels Aktiengesellschaft, which was formerly 
in the Portfeuille of the Allegemeine Depositen Bank of 
Vienna. The Hungarian import of oil will be effected 
through the Union Handels Aktiengesellschaft. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF A LEATHER BANK. 

A new Leather Bank is being established with a capital 
of 30 million kronen, 30 per cent. of which will be im- 
mediately paid in. The Hangya Aktiengesellschaft and the 
Landeszentralkreditgenossenschaft will participate to the 
extent of 25 per cent. each. All Unions in the leather branch 
will participate in the new bank, the object of which will 
be to provide the medium-sized and smaller undertakings 
with raw materials. 


CapITAL INCREASE OF THE NATIONAL SPARKASSA AND 
Bank Co. 

This bank, which belongs to the sphere of influence of the 
Hungarian Commercial Bank of Budapesth, is to increase its 
capital from 30 to 40 million kronen, The reason given for 
this new increase, the fourth within the past four years, 
is the large expansion of business and the recent participa- 
tion of the bank in various new undertakings. 


NORWAY, 
FINANCIAL CENSUS OF TRADE BALANCE. 


A new financial census is about to be held iv order to 
discover the amount of the deficit which the trade balance 
now shows. This will officially be called ‘‘A Survey of the 
Current Balance for our Import, Export, and Shipping up 
to 38th June.’’ 

The Currency Commission has expressed a wish to obtain 
anew survey of Norwegian credit abroad, but it is un- 
certain whether this can be arranged, as it is a difficult 
matter and thero is presumably very little credit. 

It is necessary further, in connection with the depressed 
State of the currency market, to obtain a clear statement of 
the deficit, and the census will comprise the time from Ist 
January to 30th June this year, but will not be quite so 
thorough as the last census. 


- 
—— 

















Shipping. 





CHINA. 


SHIPPING AND SHIPBUILDING 
DEVELOPMENTS 
The tollowing notes have been gathered from the Chinese 
press and other sources by the Acting Commercial Counsellor 
at Shanghai to H.M. Legation at Peking :— 
Activity In Far Eastern WATERS. 





Shipping activity in Far Eastern waters has never been 
so prominent during the past five years as is the case at 
the present day; the percentages of vessels entering and 
clearing from the various ports on the China coast, as taken 
from the Customs returns of trade, issued quarterly, has 
been on the increase since the Armistice, and the prosperity 
of shipping in general has never been more assured. 

Trade on the upper reaches of the Yangtze has increased so 
vreatly of late years that local shipping firms have con- 
sidered 1t advisable to build and place a number of new 
vessels for operation between Ichang and Chungking this 
season. 

SHIPBUILDING IN SHANGHAI. 

The shipbuilding industry in Shanghai has been very busy 
and the work done in the different yards constitutes a local 
record. Many enquiries for new vessels are being continually 
received. The New Engineering Works, who launched a steel 
cargo steamer for Norwegian owners at the end of 1919, have 
contracted to build two other vessels, each of 2,000 tons 
deadweight carrying capacity, for the same owners. 

The Kiangnan Dock have four 10,000 ton deadweight 
steamers under construction for the United States Govern- 
ment, and two of them are approaching completion. These 
ire the largest vessels ever constructed here. 


AMERICAN SHIPPING IN CHINESE WATERS. 


A notable feature is the large number of American vessels 
“hich now arrive daily from the United States at the 
»rincipal ports of China and Japan. Five years ago it 
would have seemed strange to notice the amount of new 
American tonnage in operation to Far Eastern ports, but 
this revival of United States shipping activity gives another 
indication of the importance of China’s overseas trade. 





PORT IMPROVEMENTS AT 
BOULOGNE. 
(From the Acting British Vice-Consul.) 
BovuLoGne. 
At a recent meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, 
Boulogne-sur-Mer, various details affecting certain schemes 
for the improvement of this port were discussed. 
As regards the extension and improvement of the Gare 
Maritime, the following proposals, already approved by a 
; ' 
Joint Committee representing the Nord Railway Company, 
local shipowners, the fishery trades, and Chamber of Com- 
merce, were submitted and favourably considered :— 





PROPOSED 


(a) Enlargement and slight extension towards the north 
of the concrete wharf known as the ‘‘Appontement 
du Holland,’ also the provision of a turn-table 
for locomotives. 

(b) Modernisation of maritime station buildings. 

(c) Southward extension of the quay abreast of the 

| Gare Transatlantique. 

(d) Construction of subways. 

(e) Erection of cab rank and courtyard on site of cld 
Customs depots. 

(f) Institution of a barrier to separate the Gare Mari- 
time from the Quai Thurot (reserved for fisheries). 


Further, it was fully understood that these measures would 
in no wise nullify the proposals affecting the new maritime 
station on the northern side of the Bassin Loubet and near 
the south-west pier. It is intended that the completion of 
this new station shall coincide with the inauguration of the 
Aye Maria tunnel. 

The improvements under review have been sanctioned and 
the cost thereof will be largely borne by a tax to be levied 
on passengers using the Gare Maritime and Gare Trans- 
atlantique. 

[Notr.—The authorisition of a loan for the construction 
of an underground railway to connect the Loubet Dock with 
the Nord Railway, was noticed in the “Journal” of 15th 
Julv. page 69.] 
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Railways. | Minerals and Metals. 
_ sail nieces 
ITALY, | CANADA. 
CONNECTIONS BETWEEN SAVONA AND DEVELOPMENT OF NEW ERUNSWICK 
| PURIN. ANTIMONY RESOURCES. 
a eaeaee, TONE) oe The Imperial Trade Correspondent at St. 
SAVONA. 


The most direct railway route at present existing between 
Savona and Turin passes through 8. Giuseppe (17 kilo- 
metres north-west of Savona), Ceva, Bra, and Carmagnola, 
and is 145 kilometres long. (The distance by rail from Genoa 
to Turin is about 166 kilometres.) It is a single line all 
the way, with electric traction between Ceva and Savona, 
where the gradients are as much as 25 in 1,000. The 
stretch immediately south of Turin is unequal to the double 
burden of the converging Savona-Turin and Genoa-Turin 
trains, and the section between Ceva and 8S. Giuseppe 1s 
in very bad condition. 

This single track is so inadequate that congestion 
periodically occurs, especially above S. Giuseppe. At busy 
times a considerable proportion ot goods for Piedmont is 
consequently relegated to the lengthy detour bv way of 
Acqui, Nizza, and Bra. 

These shortcomings will be still more serious as the 
harbour works in progress at Savona and under contempla- 
tion at Savona-Letimbro are gradually completed, and the 
foreign trade of Turin filters more and more through its 
natural and nearest port. 

RELIEF OF CONGESTION. 

Two undertakings which will to some extent relieve the 
situation are, however, in progress. They are as follows: 

(1) The construction of a new double line, with electric 
traction, from Fornaci (between Savona and Vado) to 
S. Giuseppe by wav of Altare. 

This line was begun in 1918, when the establishment of an 
American military base was contemplated near Savona. It 
is destined to be the main connection of the projected port 
of Savona-Letimbro with the general railway system, and 
its construction is an essential preliminary to the scheme. 

(2) The construction-of a new double line, with electric 
traction, from Ceva to Fossano by way of Mondovi. This 
line was commenced in 1912. but was delayed by the war. 
[ft will provide an alternate route to Bra and Turin for 
goods accumulated at S. Giuseppe. It will also tap a region 
oO; growing economic reportance, 

OrHer Provects. 

There is also a movement on foot for the following 
takings :— 

(1) The electrification of 
Alessandria line. 

(2) The improvement duplication of the Turin- 
Fos:ano line, involving the construction of a new bridge 
over the Po. 

(3) The improvement of the Ceva-S., Giuseppe section. 1n- 
volving the reconstruction of parts of the track. 

(4) The linking-up of the Bra-Nizza-Alessandria and 
S. Giuseppe-Acqui lines by connecting Ponti and S. Stefano 
Belhbo. 

{.>) The organisation of local railway connections in con- 
junction with the proposed creation of an industrial zone 
in the port of Savona (towards Albissola). 

(6) The speeding-up and better general administration of 
train services between Savona and Turin. 


aunder- 


existing S, 


the v Giuseppe- 


and 


SHORTENING THE Rove. 

improvements would be likely to relieve 
congestion, but would not appreciably shorten the run from 
Savona to Turin. To attain that end without entirely dis- 


The proposed 


carding the existing route, the adoption of various 
expedients has at différent times been advocated. These 


include a new line to Savona from Bra through Monchiero 
and Saliceto, an improved S. Giuseppe-Ceva section, a new 
Ceva-Carru-Cavallermaggiore line, and a new line from 
Racconigi to Turin. The latter three would reduce the run 
between Turin and Savona to 124 kilometres. 

It is officially stated that the works now under construc- 
tion, i.e., the new double electric lines from Fornaci through 
Altare to S. Giuseppe, and from Ceva through Mondovi to 
Fossano, will be finished by the end of 1921. Of the remain- 
ing projects, the direct line from Monchiero to Saliceto 
is expected to be taken in hand next. 

Apart from these expedients for the improvement of the 
existing railway, two vroposals for the creation of an 
enirely new line from Savona to Turin to the east of the 
present route have been under consideration for some time. 
as follows :—Savona-Sassello-Cartosio-S. Damiano-Turin. 
Distance. 120 to 130 kilometres, (2) Savona-Dego-Alhba- 
Canale-Trofarello-Turin. Distance, 121 kilometres. 


— — 
— 





John, New 
Brunswick, writes that an expenditure of 750,000 dols. in the 
development of the antimony mines at Lake George, about 
twenty miles from Fredericton, N.B., has been forecasted 
by the President of the North American Antimony and 
Sme.ting Company, Limited. The President estimated that 
shipments of the ore would he commenced early in the 
coming autumn. 


TE le i 


FRANCE. 





IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTION OF EASTERN 
FRANCE AND ALSACE-LORRAINE., 

The following table, compiled from statistics supplied by 
the Comite des Forges de France, of the output of the 
metallurgical works in Eastern France and Alsace-Lorraing 
during 1919, was recently published by ‘‘L’ Information.” 


Alsace- Wastern 
Lorraine. France. 
Tons. Tons. 
BN © si iica cceendenecadeinnens 1,112,443 469 954 
TNE tsiicncipunieneennidadimennnnes 862,419 272,298 
Semi-manufactured products 783,390) 170,249 
Finished products ............ 431,457 178,839 
It may bo noted that in 1913 the output of pig iron in 
Kastern France amounted to 3,560,000 tons, and that of 


Lorraine to 3,870,000 tons. It was estimated shortly after 
the Armistice that, as a result of the recovery of the lost 
provinces, France would produce 9,077,000 tons of pig iron 
instead of 5.207,000 tons, the output in 1913, and that, with 
the completion of new blast furnaces then in course of con- 
struction, the output should rise to 9,695,000 tons, It 
would consequently be possible for France to export 1,251,000 
tons. For the present, at least, these expectations are far 
trom being realised. The output of steel shows an analogous 
fall. In 1913 Eastern France produced 2,517,073 tons, and 
Alsace-Lorraine 2,286,354 tons. As the output of the whole 
of France amounted in 1913 to 5,093,000 tons, it was 
estimated that after the war she should produce 7,379,000 
tons and be in a position to export 2,136,000 tons, allowance 
heing made fer an increased output of 950,000 tons to be 
obtained from works completed during the war or in course 
of construction, 





SOUTH AFRICA. 





DEVELOPMENT OF NEW TALC MINE. 

Another tale mine has been opened in the Barberton 
District. and it appears as though the tale resources of that 
district are capable of indefinite expansion, states the 
‘South African Journal of Industries.’’ 

The Scotia Tale Mine lies on the hill immediately to the 
north of the Sheba railway bridge. The tale deposits appear 
to be a series of beds up to 409ft. in thickness. These beds 
were first opened in certain workings, and adits, now known 
as Nos. 1 and 2, about halfway up the hill; but, as the tale 
proved of excellent quality, it was later determined to take 
full advantage of the backs provided by the natural slope 
of the ground, and two adits, known as ‘‘A’’ and “‘B” were 
put in at the lowest available point, about 100 rt. above the 
bed of the river and about 490 ft. below the outcrop. 

It would appear from these workings that a superior hed 
of talc, not less than 15ft. thick and up to at least 25it. as 
a maximum, has been struck 400 ft. below the outcrop. 
Judging from the quality exposed in the surface working at 
No. 1, and in the drives at ‘‘A”’ and “B,’’ there should be 
a sufficient tonnage in sight to establish a permanent 
industrv, and the working facilities are such that the mineral 
can be delivered on the surface at the cost of a few shillings 
per ton. 

TRANSPORT AND OTHER FACILITIES. 


From the adits to the Barberton 
matter of some 500 yards, and there is every natural facilit? 
for making a siding cheaply on which the mineral could be 
loaded direct from the mine into the railway trucks by 
gravitation. 

The company’s present works are situated on the old Joes 
Luck machine site, some two miles distant, to which a leve 
road gives access, and where there is developed water-powe 


‘railway line is onlv 4 
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MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 





yorking a@ De Laval turbine of 100 horse-power. <A new 
5 , “ ad | y , ‘ 1 aT 1 
lant capable or handling OUU tons pei month has J UST been 


P ; 

erected here. : . J ’ ; 7 : as 
From the point ol view ol convenience and working costs 

the situation of the mine 1s ideal, and with regard to the 


, ° . (ic . : . 
export trade 10 would be difficult, to find a spot in th 
(nion more favourably situated. 


JAPAN. 
COAL PRODUCTION IN SAGHALIEN 


According to the Japanese Press, in the coming Session of 
the Diet, a Bill will be introduced for the organisation of 
the Saghalien Coal Mining Company, for conducting railway 
and mining business in connection with colliery work in 
that island. . —— 

It is expected that the company will be capitalised at 
60,000,000 yen, and that the Government's contribution will 
take the form of the concession of the mining rights in- 
yolred. The company, it is stated, will be able to turn out 
9000,000 tons per annum. The present production is not 
sufficient to cover the needs of the island. 

(This appears tc deal only with Southern or Japanese 
Saghalien. The best fields, in which the Japanese are 
interesting themselves, are in the Northern or Russian 
portion of Saghalien). 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
THE MAGNESIUM INDUSTRY. 


Metallic magnesium may be considered a war metal, but 
4 war metal with a future, so far as the industry in the 
United States is concerned. Its production in the United 
States prior to 1915, on a commercial scale, was negligible. 
states the Report of the United States Bureau of Mines, and 
imports were not separately classified, but included with those 
of other metals, such as barium, calcium, magnesium, sodium, 
and potassium, and alloys of which these metals are the chief 
components. The total imports of magnesium with these 
various other metals and alloys in the fiscal year ending 30th 
June, 1914, was 35,817 lb., compared with 36,529 lb. and 
33.971 lb. in the two preceding vears. 

Pre-War Use or MAGNESIUM. 

Of this pre-war use, it has been estimated that about 85 
per cent. was used annually and in approximately equal 
quantities in the production of flash-light powder, fireworks, 
aluminium casting work, and nickel and nickel-copper alloys. 











PRODUCTION UNDER WaR CONDITIONS. 

The manufacturo of magnesium in the United States began 
on a large scale in 1915, as importations which came chiefly 
from Germany were cut off. In that year, 87,500 lb. of the 
metal were produced in the United States. The domestic 
output decreased to 75,400 Ib. in 1916, but increased to 
115,813 lb. in 1917, and to 281,188 Ib. in 1918, according to 
the figures of the United States Geological Survey. These 
figures do not include the Canadian production, which would 
probably have brought the total up to 400,000 lb. in 1918; 
in 1919, if the war had continued, the production in both the 
United States and Canada could easily have reached 
000,000 Ib., and possibly 600,000 Ib. 

Post-War ConniTIons. 

Since the close of the war the demand has approached its 
pre-war status, and the production of 1919 will undoubtedly 
show a great decrease as compared with that of 1918, indicat- 
ing plainly that the demand for the metal is not sufficiently 
well established to warrant continued large production. 

With the ending of the war, and the slump in demand, 
large orders were cancelled, and plants whose capacities had 
heen greatly increased to meet war needs, had to reduce their 
output, seek other markets where possible, or convert to other 
uses. During the fall of 1919 there was only one American 
frm making the metal. However, much research work is 
being quietly conducted by certain industrial corporations, 
and, doubtless, in many private laboratories. 


Future or MAGNeEsIvum. 
This quiescent condition will probably not continue in- 
definitely. It is difficult to believe that a metal with the 
commercial possibi’ities of magnesium, amply demonstrated 
along certain lines during the war, will continue to remain 
4 Tare metal, or that the domestic industry, the present 
Capacity of which is largelv in excess of domestic needs, will 
6 supplanted by magnesium of German make. France is said 
to have developed a small production of metallic magnesium 
during the war, and the commodity shon!d become abundant 
since she has acquired the Alsatian potash field. 
The market for magnesium may be exnected to develop 
along lines similar to those along which aluminium 

















MINERALS AND METALS —continued. 





developed, but whether to anything like the same extent is 
entirely problematical. Many of the special qualities of the 
metal are but little known, and increased sales are largely 
a matter of education and research, whereby a demand will 
be created and developed hand-in-hand with production. 
Magnesium may possibly replace aluminium in certain 
applications, but, on the other hand, it may lead to an 
increased consumption of that metal in the form. more 
especlally, of allovs containing both metals. ~ 


eet ee 


Textiles. 
CHINA. 


GERMAN DYE ENTERPRISE. 

A recent Consular Report from Tientsin drew attention 
to the establishment there of a company, composed of the 
ex-compradores of German firms, with the object of re- 
opening direct trade with Germany, states a writer in a 
North China journal. 7 

The materials for the manufacture of dyestuffs are ready 
to hand in Germany, so that the price of raw materials, 
exorbitant as it would be when calculated in marks, does not 
enter so much into calculations. Accordingly, continues the 
writer, it is not surprising to find that locally a Chinese 
company has been formed, which although announced merely 
aS a concern to trade in dyes generally, is more or less 
believed to intend to carry on operations principally with 
German firms. 

The Chinese comprising this company were in very close 
association with German manufacturers before the war, and 
the company is known to have made large purchases of 
German dyes in Holland, some of which have already arrived 
in Shanghai. . 











JAPAN. 


FURTHER REDUCTION OF COTTON YARN 
OUTPUT. 
(From H.M. Acting Vice-Consul.) 





OsAKA. 

Since the decision of the Japan Cotton Spinners’ Associa- 
tion to curtail the operation of their machinery to a small 
degree (see the ‘Journal’ of 24th June, page 840), pro- 
tracted negotiations have been in progress with the object 
of liquidating the large existing forward contracts con- 
cluded between the varn dealers and the spinning mills, and 
of disposing of the stocks of yarn and cloth with which the 
market is glutted. Meanwhile, a resolution to effect a 
further restriction of production was passed at a committee 
meeting of the Japan Cotton Spinners’ Association held on 
7th June. Translated from the ‘‘Mainichi Osaka,’ the 
resolution reads :— 

“Tor six months from 15th June all companies belonging 
to the Association shall enforce restriction of production as 
follows :— 

“1. Work shall be suspended for four days and nights 
per month. 

‘2. The operation of spinning machinery in excess of ten 
hours per day and ten hours per night shall be prohibited. 

‘*3. Each company shall seal ten per cent. of its total 
spindles. Provided that in place of this the operation of 
spindles may be restricted to nine hours per day and nine 
hours per night, or work may be suspended for two-and-a- 
half days and nights per month. 

‘‘4. In cases where all the yarn produced in a mill is 
consumed therein (used by looms), the sealing of ten per 
cent. of the spindles shall not be required. 

‘5. Where one company owns a number of mills the aggre- 
gate of the weaving, as compared with the spinning, capacity 
of the mills may be taken and sealing effected in respect 
of the cotton yarn not required for use in weaving. 

‘“‘§. In order strictly to enforce the execution hereof, the 
Dai Nippon, Toyo, Kanegafuchi, Fuji and Godo companies 
shall become a special committee to exercise supervision.’’ 

The foregoing resolution, being based on a resolution of 
a general meeting, takes effect without being submitted to 
a further general meeting. 

These new measures are estimated to curtail output by 30 
per cent., as compared with 12 or 13 per cent., which was 
the previous restriction. Expressed quantitatively, the 
‘Mainichi’? savs that the reduction in output will be 50,000 
bales, as compared with 20,000 bales. so 

The wages of operatives in some of the spinning mills are 
reported to have been reduced by 30 per cent. during May. 








—— 
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Chemicals and Oils. 
~ FRANCE. 








“MAZOUT”’ AS FUEL FOR FRENCH 


RALLWAYS. 

The *‘Journee Industrielle’? recently announced that the 
Societe Navale de l'Ouest had decided to construct a 
number of reservoirs for the reception of the ‘‘mazout’’ 
which its vessels import into France. Reservoirs of an 
average capacity of 10,000 tons are to be built at Dunkirk, 
Havre, Rouen, Saint-Nazaire, La Ballice, Bordeaux, and 
Marseilles. The company also proposes to construct reser- 
voirs at Bizerta, Algiers, Oran, Casablanca, and Dakar. The 
building of the reservoirs at Dunkirk and Havre have already 
been commenced. 

GOVERNMENT ENQUIRIES. 

ln this connection it may be added that in the course of 
the debate in the Chamber of Deputies on the Budget for 
1920, the Minister of Public Works stated that since March 
last he had paid particular attention to the question of sub- 
stituting ‘“‘mazout’’ for coal on French railways. He laid 
special weight on the necessity at the present time, not only 
to economise coal to the greatest possible extent, but also 
to take advantage of any substitutes for coal which might 
be available. 

ADVANTAGES oF ‘‘MazouT.”’ 


The Minister pointed out that the use of ‘‘mazout’’ on 
the railways presents important advantages. It is a fuel 
which makes possible the attainment of a higher degree of 
temperature, viz., 1,700 degrees, instead of 1,200 degrees, 
and it is consequently possible to get up steam in forty 
minutes instead of three and-a-half hours. Moreover, 
‘“mazout’’? is of remarkable service in climbing steep 
gradients, and spares the stoker the painful labour of con- 
tinually stoking his engines. 

AcTIon oF RatLway CoMPANIES. 

As regards the question of the practical application of the 
fuel, the Minister stated that the Paris-Lyons-Marseilles 
tailway Company intended to adapt to its use all their 
shunting engines in the first instance, and later the engines 
employed on difficult gradients. The Orleans Railway Com- 
pany, after conclusive experiments, had decided to adapt 
four hundred of their ‘‘Pacific’? engines. The Eastern and 
Northern Railway Companies were making trial of the fuel, 
but the Midi were paying no attention to it, as they pro- 
posed to electrify the whole line. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF OIL FUEL STATIONS. 
(From H.M. Consul-General.) 
MARSEILLES. 

During the past year or so Marseilles has been the scene 
of considerable activity among the principal oil companies, 
whose choice has fallen on this port for the establishment 
of oil-fuel stations. 

The first company in the field is building on a site near 
the docks two tanks, each of a capacity of 8,000 tons, the 
first of which is expected to be finished by the end of 
August, while it is hoped to start work on the second to- 
wards the end of the year. The company is also laying a 
pipe line from the tanks to the docks, and pumping stations 
are to be established on the quays on land belonging to the 
State. It is understood that the company does not expect 
to be in a position to supply oil before the end of the year. 

Orner Prosects at MARSEILLES. 

Similar plant is also being established by another im- 
portant company, who are building three 8,000-ton steel 
tanks on land which they have acquired overlooking the 
port. These will be connected by means of a pipe line three 
kilometres in length, with a steel tank of 2,000-tons capacity, 
and a pumping station to be erected on the quays, which 
will deliver oil to ships in the port, either from fixed supply 
pipes at the various mooring stations or from floating tank 
barges. The company hope to be in a position to begin 
supplying oil-fuel by the end of ihe year. 

In addition to these enterprises, it is stated that a com- 
bination of several companies—British, American, and 
French—is also contemplating the creation of oil fuel 
stations at Marseilles, and have applied to the Chamber of 
Commerce for ground for the erection of pumping stations 
on the quays. 

ExTENSION oF Capacity aT CETTB. 


H.M. Vice-Consul at Cette has stated that the construc- 
tion of oil-fuel plant at that port, to supplement the existing 
tank accommodation of some 5,000 tons, is under considera- 
tion. the companies at present interested being both French. 


Vw 
—— 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


CANADA. 


CANADA-WEST INDIES TRADE AGREEMEN? 
SUMMARY OF THE ARTICLES. 

As a result oi the Conference at Ottawa between re re 
sentatives of the Government of Canada and the eaee 
ments of all the British-West Indian Colonies, an Agreemeni 
was entered into on 18th June, 1920, for the purpose of 
extending and enlarging the trade between the Dominio 
and the several British West Indian Colonies, and for ia 
hg their trade relations and means of inter-communic. 
ion, 

All the British West Indian Colonies were parties to th 
Agreement, viz., Bahamas Islands, Barbados Bernal 
British Guiana, British Honduras, Jamaica, Leeward 
Islands, Trinidad, and Windward Islands. a 











PREFERENCE IN CaNnavA to West INDIAN Propvcts. 
The Agreement provides that the Customs duties on aj 
goods (other than tobacco, cigars, cigarettes, and spirituoy 
or alcoholic liquors), the produce and manufacture of any 
of the British West Indian Colonies imported into Canady 
which are now subject to duty or which may be made subject 
to duty at any future date, shall not at any time be mor 
than 50 per cent. of the duties imposed on similar goods 
when imported from any foreign country. The amount of 
preference on the following articles of West Indian produe 
tion, on their importation into Canada, is, however, fixed 
and specified in the Agreement, viz., sugar, cocoa-beans not 
roasted, crushed or ground; lime juice, raw and concen. 
trated, not refined ; limes, fresh ; arrowroot; coconuts (with 
a larger preference when imported direct to a Canadian 
port); grape fruit; rum; and onions. 
PREFERENCE IN West INDIAN CoLoNnics to CANADIAN 
PRODUCTS. 


As regards imporis into the West Indian Colonies, the 
Agreement provides that the duties of Customs on all goods 
(other than tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes) being the pro 
duce or manufacture of Canada imported into _ those 
Colonies, which are now subject to duty or which may bk 
made subject to duty at any future time, shall not at any 
time be: — 

(2) In the case of Barbados, British Guiana, and Trinidad, 
more than 50 per cent.: (b) in the case of British Honduras, 
the Leeward Islands, and the Windward Islands, more than 
663 per cent. ; (c) in the case of Bermuda and Jamaica, more 
than 75 per cent.: and (d) in the case of the 
Bahamas, more than 90 per cent. of the duties im 
posed on similar goods when imported from = any 
foreign country. In Bahamas, however, in addition to 
the exceptions above mentioned, this preference will not 
apply to wines, malt liquors, spirits, spirituous liquors, 
liquid medicines, and articles containing alcohol. On the 
following articles of Canadian produce imported into the 
British West Indies, the amount of preference is fixed and 
specified in the Agreement, viz., flour: spirits, i.e., brandy, 
gin, rum, whisky. unenumerated and _ perfumed spirits; 
wine; beer; and ale. 

It is provided that the Agreement shall not interfere with 
any existing preference or with the granting of any future 
preference by any of the parties to the Agreement to any 
other part of the British Empire. 

The Agreement states that endeavours will be made by 
the Canadian Government to arrange for mail, passenger? 
and freight steamship services between the Dominion and 
the West Indian Colonies, subject, according to route, either 
to annual contributions by the West Indian Governments, 
or a guarantee by them for a proportion of any loss incurred 
in such service. 

The Agreement is subject to the approval of the Canadian 
Parliament and of the Legislature of each of the West Indian 
Colonies and of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, and 
will be brought into force upon a date to be agreed upom 
by the parties thereto. 

A declaration is attached to the Agreement stating that 
the various representatives will recommend to their respe 
tive Governments that direct British-owned and British 
controlled cables should be laid as soon as possible between 
certain of the West Indian Colonies. 

The complete text of the Agreement was published 284 
Parliamentary Paper (Cmd. 864) on 4th August. Copies 
may be purchased at the address specified on the front page 
of this Journal. , 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
—continued. 


NEW ZEALAND. 
CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 


The following Customs Decisions, specifying the classifi- 








Feation of various articles under the Customs Duties Act on 
Cab 4 . 


heir importation into New Zealand, are contained in 
i 


Rates of Import Duty. 





| On goods 
ithe produce 
or manufac- 
ture of any 
| part of the 
Tariff |On Foreign) British 


Item. Goods. | Dominions 


Arti les, 


_ 











{rticles and materials suited only 
~ for, and to be used solely in, the | 
fabrication of goods in the | | 
Dominion, viz. :— | | 
Cotton cuffs, knitted in long | 
lengths, to be cut up for the 
manufacture of hosiery in New 
Zealand a - oe | 
Fibre corners for the manufacture | | 
of portmanteaux o« 
Gas cookers, fittings for the manu- 
facture Of, VIZ. :— 
Enamelled iron crowns speci- 
ally suited for placing on | 
top of and completing gas | | | | 
cookers, and enamelled |/482 | Free. | Free. 
iron plates with edges turned | 
over for the oven-doors | 
there of - il | 
Tennis-racquet presses, metal | | 
fittings for the manufacture of, | 
viz. :— 
Serewed bolts, whether hinged 
or otherwise .. i ‘a 
Spiral springs for bolts, when | | 
accompanying the same .. | / 
Winged nuts and washers 
Knitting and crochet pins or 
needles .. - - ea 81 
Motor-cycles, fittings for, viz. :—— 
Finished leaf springs, enamelled, 
painted, or bored, for the 
manufacture or repair of motor- 
cycles .. - “- ¥ 170 
Surgical appliances, viz. :— 
High-frequency resonator (Schall | 
and Son’s), consisting of d’Ar- | 
sonval transformer with large 
leyden jars, spark gap, and | 


uo 























| | , 
'30°4 ad val.j}20°, ad val. 


> | »/ , 
20' 0 ad ral. 10% ‘ad vail. 





resonator ‘es - oi Free. | Free. 
| Tin pipe, solid drawn, not wrought, | | 

plated, or polished .. oo | wed Free. | Free. 
Tire retreader, the ‘* Ewald,” a | | 

tench hand-press for stapling | 

antther tread on the outer | | 

casing of a motor-vehicle tire.. | 359 Free. | Free. 





A“Primage Duty’’ of 1 per cent. ad valorem is levied on 


_ al the above goods in accordance with the Finance Act, 


115. This duty is payable on importation and is levied 
respective of whether the goods are otherwise liable to 
uty or not, 





IMPORTATION OF SHAVING BRUSHES FROM 
JAPAN PROHIBITED. 

The “New Zealand Gazette’’? of 20th May publishes an 

Order-in-Council, dated 14th May, 1920, which has been 

sued under the provisions of the Public Health Act, 1908, 

tohibiting the importation into New Zealand of shaving 

rushes wholly or partially manufactured in Japan, or 


‘tported from Japan, if containing or made from the hair 
o animals, 





EGYPT. 


MRIFF VALUATIONS: IMPORTED COTTON 
YARNS. 


Pr Board of Trade have received copy of the following 
S edule of Tariff Valuations (No. 32), for use in assessing 
: ; i 

liés on cotton yarns imported into Egypt, with effect from 


ith July to 4th September, 1920, or until denunciation, viz. : 





en 











CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





Import valuations 
per kilogramme. 
(2-2046 lb.) 
Milliémes. 


Articles. 


Cotton single yarns, grey and bleached— 
From India— 
EES eetncnsssvinenenatGeeneeeuenbesventaianene 260 


SION. sn crniceneneienaiapmnesnienens-cennciaiion 360 
Irom other countries: 
IIIT 15s scaserdtasnleatiiaereeehaincineneenniaiinaincehabienies 500 
Be EY i vaccentnccrnamninediaenebannthdeeniannse 515 
Knittings, Nos. 3 to 12— 
PII III. < iduagnemuannacnanghoisinednueenennunnienanen’ 370 
Pe I I vcccesccnernccnsrccccevnccenecenes 525 
Cotton two-piv. grey or bleached, Nos. 2/10 and 

2/12— 

IID. isd ssecinnshaninencungidansiekioneneuehgenteens 380 
SN I III si ccsccccncsesccccccensecensen: 540 
Cotton two-ply yarns, grey or bleached, Nos. 

40/2, other than Indian _...................... 640 
COORG GEER PTT, FE, FD on cisic cs csc cccccsssvcvecenses: 620 
Turkey-red cotton single yarns ............e0ee.eeee 630 
Other coloured cotton single yarns ...............6-. 630 


Gassed or mercerised or prepared yarns, grey, 
bleached or dyed— 
From India 
From other countries 
([Notr.—The tare allowance for bales is fixed at 3 per cent.] 
Duty is leviable on the valuations shown at the rate of 
S per cent. 


ad valorem. 








JAMAICA. 
CONTINUED OPERATION OF PRESENT 


CUSTOMS TARIFF. 

The *‘Jamaica Gazette’ of 6th May contains copy of Law 
No. 7 of 1920, by which the increased Customs Import Duties 
imposed by Laws No. 3 of 1916 and No. 11 of 1919 are con- 
tinued in operation until 3lst March, 1921. 

The Export (Temporary War Duties) Law, 1919 (No. 2 of 
1919), is also continued in operation until 31st March, 19212, 
bv Law No. 7 of 1920. 





FOREIGN. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


INCREASE OF INLAND REVENUE DUTY ON 
WHISKY, 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Buenos Aires reports, by 
cable, that the Inland Revenue duty on whisky has been 
increased from 60 centavos (paper) to 2 pesos 50 centavos 
(paper) per bottle containing 1 litre or less. 











CRIMEA. 
EXPORT OF GRAIN PRODUCTS PROHIBITED. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Constantinople reports by 
telegraph that an Order issued by General Wrangel, dated 
16th July, prohibits the export from the Crimea of all grain 
products with the exception of grain cargoes despatched 
by the Department of Trade and Industry or in fulfilment 
of permits granted prior to the date of the Order. 








PROHIPITED IMPORTS. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Constantinople has also 
forwarded a translation of the list of goods (mostly of a 
luxury nature), the importation of which into the territories 
occupied by the armed forces in South Russia is temporarily 
prohibited. A copy of this list may be seen by persons 
interested at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 


“TURNOVER” AND ‘* LUXURY” TAXES— 
APPLICATION TO IMPORTED GOODS, ETC. 


The following paragraphs contain a summary of various 
provisions of a Czecho-Slovak Law of 11th December, 1919, 
providing for the levy of a ‘turnover’ tax (general tax on 
transfers of commodities), and of a ‘‘ luxury” tax (on 
‘fartic ] as The L into f on Ist 

articles of luxury’’). e Law came into force ¢ 
January, 1920, and is to remain in operation until 3lst 
December, 1923. A translation of the Law has been for- 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 





warded by H.M. Commercial Secretary at Prague, and may 
by persons interested on application to the Depart- 


Overseas Trade, 35, Oid Queen Street, London, 


he seen 
ment of} 
S.W. 1 
rt’ **e- 
fhe ‘“‘turr 
paid for 
l, to trade 


cent. ol the 


is applied, 


lover’ tax (which amounts to | per 
taxable deliveries and services) 
transactions and professional services oO} 
with certain specified exceptions, It is provided 
tht CXports, Linports, at ad Lon ds in transit are not to pay 
the tax, Imported goods are, however, subject to the tax 
when sold in the country, in the same way as all other goods. 
Any tax paid on goods afterwards re-exported will be 
refunded, on application for refund being made within one 
year of payment. 

The ‘“‘luxury’’ tax is paid— 

(a) On deliveries by manufacturers of 
of ‘“‘luxury’’ goods (at 12 per cent. 
price). 
(b} On exports of antiquities, pictures, paintings, 
drawings (at 10 per cent. of the taxable price). 
On retail sales of all “luxury” articles specified in 
a schedule to the Law, except those taxed at 
factory under (a),‘and a few other goods (at 10 
per cent. of the taxable price). 
(d) On imports of all ‘‘luxury”’ articles specified in the 
Schedule (at 12 per cent. of the taxable price). 

In cases where the ‘“‘luxury’’ tax is paid, the genera! 
‘turnover’ tax is not paid. 

The Schedule to the Law contains the list of articles which 
are classed as “‘luxury’’ articles for the purpose of the tax. 
some articles only being classed as luxuries when their 
exceeds that specified in the Schedule (which prices 
however, be varied by Decree). 

The Schedule consists of four 

A.—Certain foodstuffs (confectionery, 
fruit, ete.). 
-Fine furs, fabrics, 

inter alia, lace, 
ribbons, umbrellas, 
thereof). 

C.-—Household goods (furniture, textile goods, such as 
carpets, curtains, covers, table and bed linen, etc.. 
chinaware; pressed, cut, ete., hollow glass: table 
glass (including mirrors); grandfather clocks. 
wallpaper, ornaments, and lamps). 

D).—Miscellaneous (riding horses dogs 
sporting requisites; toilet articles, 
bags; cutlery and artistic iron wares, antiquities: 
pictures; musical instruments; jewellery: flowers: 
hand cameras and_ photographic requisites. 
cinematograph films and opera glasses; and 
revolvers, sporting and shot guns). 

In the case of imports, the “luxury’’ tax is to be paid by 
the first acquirer (importer) within a fortnight after arrival 
of the imported goods. Provision is made under which 
importers (or others) of ‘articles of luxury’’ taxable in 
retail sale, can, on production of an official certificate, obtain 
exemption from the tax on goods destined for further sale 
or for business purposes. Provision is to be made (by special 
Decree) for the refund of the tax paid on imported goods if 
the goods have been made up and re-exported. 


DENMARK. 
EXPORT OF NICKEL COINS PROHIBITED 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of translation of 
recent Danish Decree in virtue of which the exportation of 
nickel coins from Denmark is prohibited until further 
notice. Travellers are, however, allowed to carry silver or 
nickel coins in amounts not exceeding 10 kroner in order to 
defray travelling expenses. 


GERMANY. 


IMPORTATION AND RE-EXPORTATION OF 
WORKS OF ART FOR THE MUNICH 
ART EXHIBITION. 


The ‘‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger”’ of 20th July contains a 
Proclamation, dated 16th July, authorising the German 
Customs authorities to allow the importation and re-exporta- 
tion, without licence, of works of art for the Art Exhibition 
of the Munich Art Society (from Ist July to 30th September), 
provided that they are cleared through a Munich Customs 
House and remain under Customs control while they are 
in Germany. An undertaking must also be given to the 
Customs authorities that re-exportation will take place 
within four months. 


price 
In genera 
all y i 


few varieties 
of the taxable 


price 


may 


categories— 

caviare, southern 
clothing (including, 
hats, neckties 
and garments 


underwear, 
embroidery, 
fine fabrics 


and tovs and 


travelling 
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GREECE. 


MUNICIPAL (OCTROIL TANES 
GOODS. 


As notified at page 778 of the ‘‘Board ot Trade Jou» 
ot 10th June, the Greek municipal (octrol) taxes on Fe 
have been amended by a recent Law which came into o. 
tion on 19th March- Ist April last. The Board of Trade hy 
how received copy or the Law in question (Law No, » 
dated I4th March), and of a Royal Decree, dated Jj 
March, issued thereunder, and the following notice gives 4 
main provisions of this Law and Decree, 
affect goods imported into Greece. 

Law No. 2125. of 14th March, 1920.—The previous } 
relating to munic ipal (octrol) taxes have been cancel 
the new Law provides for the levy of municipal taxes 
(a) goods imported from abroad, and (b) native (Gre 
products in general transported for consumption f 
various parts of the country to municipalities, 

As regards imported goods, the tax cannot exceed 5, 
cent. of the import duty or (in the case of goods exe 
trom import duty) 15 per cent. ad valorem. Municipal tg 
are now, therefore, levied uniformly throughout Gre, 
age of being levied at different rates at different pon 

s hitherto. 

The municipal tax is to be levied and collected On is 
ported goods at the same time as the Customs import di 
Im orted goods, having once paid municipal (oct) 
are not again subject to vedi’ ae when transported to ots 
municipalities. 

The Law provides, further, that the municipal tax is ~ 
to be levied on goods which are exempted therefrom } 
special measures, e.g., agricultural implements (which » 
free from municipal taxes until 31st December, 1920), » 
on goods which are exempted from duty under Article! 
and 14 of the Customs Law (articles for foreign Legation 
etc.). | 

Decree of 19th March.—This Decree has been issued: 
vive effect to the provisions of Law No. 2152. As regark 
imported goods, it provides :— 

(1) The municipal tax on goods subject to import dy 
is fixed 25 per cent. of the (State) import duty. 

(2) The municipal tax on native goods is to be paid att 
rates specifie] in the Schedule attached to the Decree, | 
so far as imported goods are exempt from Customs duty, th 
municipal tax is to be levied thereon at the rates speciis 
in this Schedule. A statement is given below showing t 
rates of municipal tax to which imported duty-free go 
are subjected in virtue of this provision. 

(3) Imported goods on which the municipal tax has be 
paid at the port of landing are exempt from fur 
municipal tax (when carried to another municipality) 
production of a certificate from the Chamber of Comme 
or Chamber of Industry of the port where municipal tax? 
paid. This certificate is not required in the case of vari 
goods of kinds not produced or made in Greece. 

List of Municipal Taxe Ss payable On ee (00 
erempt from Customs Duty. (Th eC Municipal Tax on ii Tutia’ 
goods is 25 per cent. of the import duty.) 

[109 okes=280 Ih. avoirdupois; cubic metre — 1°308 cut 
vards ; square metre= 1-196 sq. yards ; 100 kilogs = 220-461 
dramon—0:102_ oz. trov; drachma (100 lepta) =9:6d. pe 
value. | 





ON IMPOR? 


in so far as 4 


Rate 


Tariff 
No. ARTICLES. 


sheep. 
asses ... 
Per 100 ai 
Q i 
0: i 


cattle, 
and 


than 
mules, 


other 


horses. 


animals, 
yoats, 


Live 
swine, 
Raw wool of all kinds 


Hair of beavers and hares, unworked 
Animal hair of all kinds. unworked... 


"Pere 
0% 


Human hair. unworked 


Per 100 ott 
Feathers for making pens, for toothpicks, 
and for other uses i 
Per ost 
12 1 


Per “ +. 


Degras ry a ei vo : i 
Fegs of all kinds sn = -  Y 
dried si are a eT o 15 r) 
fresh sues ote — eee 7 a 
Per oe 

4 0 


Per 100 oke 


use. natural or of 


Feathers for beds 


Cocoons. 
™ 
Cocoons., 


Silkworms’ 


ore 
eges ... 


Manure for agricultural 


artificial 
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QR enh 
990-46 Ih 
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.. Of 
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0: 
Ae i 
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Tariff 
No. 


4] 
47 


48 (s 


3 (b) 


{a} 


(C) 


(a) 


60) (b) 


HOS AID 


18 
19 








—continued. 
Rate ot 
Municipal 
ARTICLES Tax. 
Dr. I. 


Cuttings of skins and from tanneries, for 

industrial use ... we 7 ais - 1 OO 
Per oke. 

of elephants, rhinoceros 


Jones, unworked, 


and other rare animals oss ass 1 OO 

Pp er 100 okes. 

Jones, unworked, of all other animals ah 1 U0 
Honey, fluid 5S OU 
Honey in the comb _... a Sa .. 12 W 
Fresh milk sae 7 vith wie we sos = 
Sour milk.. 5 O00 
Per 100 okes. 

Sponges, in general ou 
Cotton, not ginned ne 7 ga a 5 OU 
Flax and jute, raw | sad . 2 HW 
Flax and Jute, hackled.. ee wr .. 9&8 QO 
Rushes. white 5 OVO 
Rushes, coloured 7 OU 
Reeds, split was i OU 
feeds, ordinary, unworked 1 3O 


Per oke. 


Reeds, Indian, for making sticks... 1 SU 
1 ¢ - 100 okKes. 
Fresh vegetables ike i ‘el ae 
Qnions, dried, all kinds ; cos oi 0 
Chives, dried ms sie “ jis uae 1 10 
Per hundred. 
Fruit and other trees 1 | 
Each 
Ornamental plants bea Ka we . & @& 
Per oke. 
Hops _ ans = = - .. 9 40 
Per 100 okes. 
Stalks of oleander and sage for powder 
factories sin aa oh .. QO 0 
Cocoa in the bean or in the natural state ... 10 00 
Liquorice daca aoa a mata rr a re) OO 
Straw ios seas dive pes Q Zod 
Hay and dried orass . sate - .. QO 60 
Other unspecified veget: able substances... U 25 
Raw hemp, in general ... = ~ . +b ¢ 
Linseed me he bes pike wit wn 1 OO 
Linseed residues eed ie QO 30 
Hemp seed ‘ _ vai .. & 
Cotton seed ies vat sae _ Bins Q Zo 
Olive kernels “ sos es . 8 8 
Other unspec ‘ified . oO seeds and oleaginous 
substances te om me ae aw 28 
Firewood a elt he ” a QO 15 
All wood, unwrought, obviously intended for 
shipbuilding or repairing vessels ... .. O 40 
Dry pitch for vinevards 7 at . © & 
Leaves of the mastic bearing lentiscus .. Q Oo 
'p er oke. 
Amber, unworked 20 Of 
P< 100 ¢ kes. 
Tinder in pieces without phosphorus .. 30 00 
Pitch (liquid or dry) (tar) We a Ll Zo 
Tree bark and all other vegetable sub- 
stances used in tanning (except acorn cups 
and extracts of ecachou. orchil. oak. 
sumach, and mimosa) et Q 45 
Whetstones or oilstones in sla hs. blocks. o1 
wheels . &§ @ 
Per-ton. 
Coal and coke... or A ee a 2 
Lignite ae = a vo ee . + @& 
Per 100 okes. 
Fireclay and = argillaceous substances for 
pottery, and clay in general | a 
Lava _ a re oa ie . oO @© 
Pumice stone ale as ae _ fa. QO wW 
(iarden mould... i 7 . oO &@ 
Sulphur in general mm ‘i ee a 
Sulphur ore Q 25 
?p er load. 
Building stones. unworked _... nN . Fe =e 
Per cubic metre. 
Marble, unworked us a oe i 9. ae 
Per metric ton. 
Magnesite ee { 
Per 100 okes. 
Borax in the natural state... ie «=a + 2 
Per sq. metre. 
Millstones. in blocks ee Ae uF . 8 & 
Each. 
Millstones, in circles... a = u 2. 
Per pair. 
Millstones, with iron bands for steam mills 20 00 
Per load. 
Sand, sea or river, and sand for glass- 
making 0 05 
Each. 
Shaped building stones, finished 0 04 
Shaped building stones, small (carved) 0 02 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES ;} * 


Tariff 
No. 


63 


SF & 


=) 
~] 


65 


69 


=o 


OZ 
OO 


91 
L035 


103 
105 
119 


129 


130 
144 


150 
160 
180 


(e) 
(a) 
(b) 


(a) 


(hb) 


(a) 


(bb) 


(ii) 


d) 


tal) 


(1) 


(b) 


(a) 
(b) 
(Cc) 
(d) 


20 


21 


ay 


25 


24 


bo 
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én 
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ew 
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—continued. 

Rate of 
Municipal 

ARTICLES. Tax. 

Dr. 1. 
Per 100 oKes. 
lint stones 12 OU 
Per sq. metre. 
Common slabs tor paving or roohng nigh QO 10 
Lithographic stones YU ow 


P er 100 slabs. 
Sandstone in general UU 


| Per 100 kilogs. 


Emery a he — ae is ae 
lime in general QO O08 
Per 100 okes. 
All other minerals not specially mentioned... QO 02 
Iron, unwrought, and unrefined Sie Q DU 
Plain iron sheets, ungalvanised re . & & 
Iron sheets, galvanised or coloured . . «28 &@ 
Iron unwrought. in bars or large slabs. for 
constructional or other purposes .. .—« oo @ 
Iron, unwrought. round, and _= furniture 
springs oe an iad as a © 2 
Hoop iron. oi ae ou iia 5 20 
Tinplate in ‘sheets ‘i Sui .. 4 00 
All other unwrought iron not specially men- 
tioned =e aa Ll @ 
_ Steel in bars or billets ... - i ——— 
Steel in sheets... on ail .. 10Q OO 
Lead and antimony, even combined with 
other common metals, in blocks or pigs 3 50 
Tin even combined with other common 
metals. in blocks ” -_ aad wa {f 2 
Nickel or alloys of nickel with other 
metals, in blocks or pigs 20 00 
Aluminium, in blocks or pigs 10 U0 


Zinc in slabs, blocks, bars, or plates .. & W 
Zinc in plates or sheets, combined with 

other metallic substances, suitable for ship 

building ies sian i we .. 4 0 
Copper in blocks or in broken 
pleces of utensils pis 7 wa 
Copper in plates or combined with 
zinc or other metals, suitable for ship 
ne atl - aaa aaa sans i. 1e & 


] 
useless or 


sheet >. 


opper in plates or slabs. over 2 mm, in 
a also bars ... arn .. Lo Ww 
Bronze (brass) in blocks or pigs . or in useless 

and broken pieces of utensils a 
Brass in sheets up to 5 em. in w idth ae: 


Silver : ore of 
other metals: 


silver, pure or combined w th, 
silver in Pion 

fragments of old articles for recas 
cold, pure »} combined 


other metals: gold in blocks. ingots. 


bars or 
sting ... 12 OO 
with 
bars, 


(iold: ore ot 


or fragments of old articles. and old 
articles obviously intended for recasting... 140 OO 
Per 100 okKes. 
Telegraph wires 10 OO 
[ron wire sea ‘aad ae, ca = a 
C opper and brass Wile Ae ap .. 20 OO 
Wire of white meta! sii ” cas .. WW W 
All other wires of metallic substances (othe 
than gold and silver) and filings of iron or 
other metals ie 2 
Per oke. 
Quinine, in general esa = site 2 Ww 
V - 100 oKes. 
Soap in paste for wool washing ia << oo a 
Carbonate of potash, carbonate cf soda a l SO 
C austic soda, caustic potash, carbon di 
sulphide ae we i 
Nitrates of soda and potash ke tnd “as 2 OO 
Chloride of lime, sulphate of lime, and 
preparations thereof ... es . & W 
Chlorate of sodium and potas h 4 O00 


(so-called acids of commerce) | OO 
and residues 


[Impure acids 


Mineral naphtha thereot 


(Mazout, Diesel oil) not suitable for tilu 
mination or lubricating machinery... : an 
Leather belting for machinery, ete. ... .. 20 QO 
Leather bands for hats Re a ee on 
Wooden pumps, oars, and other articles 
ening for ships (except furniture and P 
fancy goods) .. 1 ov 
pcsae! Ha and spinning wheels of all kinds, 
suitable for industrial workshops ... 15 O00 
\ust ae 
Wines in barrels and other containers wie 
Wine in bottles, not sparkling on .« = 
Wine in bottles, sparkling ... ons ... 29 00 
Ginned cotton... i ha ane ~. 2 @ 
Straps and bands of cotton. for machinery 20 00 
Cloth, list “a s% _ his . of @& 
Per oke 


Silk, raw or scoured not worked ... a 2 


' 
1 
j 
{ 
i+ 
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Rate of 
Municipal 

ARTICLES. Tax. 

me & 

Per 100 a. 

Yarn of hemp suitable for rope-making 00 
Yarn of wool, for fez caps, oil- dyed, not 
twisted ... 7 ss ae ta sis 00 
Partly manufactured went of natural 
colour for fez caps +. 2. 2. 

Baskets of wood shavings ‘used for the 
exportation of national fruit and vege- 
tables = ws silts - - 

Straw envelopes for bottles or for oil 
presses, mats for packing furniture or 
other goods 

Cords of sinew for beating cotton 

Cords for musical instruments or for other 
purposes - 

Fibres of agave ... 7 sa - ;' 

Packing of asbestos mixed or with other 
substances for use on machines 

Asbestos millboard 7 sat we 

Crude asbestos in powder for use on 
machines na aa oe or 
Articles of cotton yarn, with covering of 
cotton filled with asbestos or other 
mineral 

Firebricks _ ian rn — bios 

Broken glass, glass powder, or glass in 
lumps oF ie _ - 

Slates for writing ; slate pencils with or 
without wooden sitdiaiieade and blank 
boards of sheet-iron ‘ea 

Rails, points, and bridges of cast-iron, for 
railways 

Agricultural implements and tools 
Iron goods suitable for shipbuilding and 
used in ships " 

Suction or forcing pumps and fire engines 
of any metal, agricultural and industrial 
machines, and pieces or parts of them 

Dynamos ‘and inseparable accessories 
thereof = sm oe i. ais 

Rivets used in boiler-making, of any 
diameter or length, bolts for joining 
machinery; nuts of any diameter with or 
without screw threads, washers for screws 
of any diameter or thickness 


Sewing machines, hand driven 

Sewing machines, foot driven 

Machines for all other domestic industries 

Sponge fishing or diving apparatus 

Per 100 okes. 

Rails and points, of steel, for railways ... 3 (0 

Stereotype plates, plates for maps or for 
engraving and similar articles... ... 22 350 

Nails, pins, and screws of copper, pure or 
of alloy with common metals in which 
copper predominates; and copper tubes 
forming part of machinery ... am io ae ae 

Per oke. 

Brass joints for machines or pipes in general 

und printers’ accessories... pa 0 30 
Per 100 okes. 

Nails, pins, and screws of zinc, pure or 
alloved with other common metal, fhe zinc 
precominating ne sie sin ... 20 00 

ta Each 

Clocks. and parts of clocks suitable for 
public buildings 5 00 

Per 100 okes. 

Paper pulp of ‘whatsoever material, bleached 
or not, as well as pulp pressed into 
rolls or sheets, in the form of cardboard, 
but easily distinguishable from cardboard 
by the irregularity of its two surfaces and 
its uneven thickness at ota ie 

Roofing paper, emery paper, glass paper, 
and tarred paper ; 

Common unglazed printing paper, destined 
exclusively for printing newspapers and 
scientific reviews, also publications of the 

‘Society for the propagation of useful 
books”’ provided that these periodicals and 
books be already published monthly at the 
time of the operation of the present Law 3 00 

Printed books, sewn or not; music books, 
sewn or not, and bound books... ... 22 50 
Pictures of ancient and modern art ... 50 O00 

Statues and models in plaster ” ... 25 00 

Plaster ornaments _... rm i — ae 

Theatrical decorations, drawing models, 
plans of buildings, etc. ... es ... 1 00 

Ships’ lanterns ... a a ly ... 7 00 

Per 100 dramions. 

Real pearls, polished ... ws _ 10 © 
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Rate of 
Municipal 
Tax, 


ARTICLES. 
Dr. 
Per oke 
Spectacles and eyegli isses, of glass, crystal, 
or pebble, irrespective of mounting 
‘Telescopes, microscopes, stereoscopes, 
spectroscopes, thread, counters, and all 
optical instruments generally ied 10 @ 
Per 100 okes 
Rubber and gutta-percha, raw and refined 50 
Threads of rubber and gutta-percha .... 75 
Diving suits eee ‘ie hie ian .-- 10 
Per ton, 
Steamships in general, of iron, steel, wood, * 
or mixed mi iterial, built abroad :— 
(a) Less than 3500 tons measurement, 
not new ... sien — 
(b) Less than 300 tons measurement, new 25 3] 
Per oke, 
Paint boxes, with paints Pr — 
Wreckage from native or foreign ships—pay 
duty under relevant category ‘with a reduc- 
tion of 75 per cent. 
Artificial teeth of all materials and sets 





of teeth mounted in metal 
Artist’s paint brushes 
Seals, parts of clocks and watches (how 
hands, minute hands, plates, springs, etc. 
except cases) - cee ve pes 
Lightning conduc tors. American wind 
pumps, “and electro-plating plant are duti- 
able according to material 
Weavers’ combs of all materials .. oa 
Yeast baa ae ia Rae me . on 
Rags 0) 
Each, 
Vaccine in tubes a oe ve . on 
Per oke, 
Entomological collections ” — 
Antiquities and collections of antiquities, 





and other scientific collections ae ae 
Per 100 okes. 
Ice, natural or otherwise... <a oe 


Per oke, 


Asbestos yarn 
Asbestos mantles in card boxes 


Pieces of fur, in general, each of 
cannot form an independent article 


<i 


LITHUANIA. 











AMENDMENT OF EXPORT AND IMPORT 
DUTIES ON CERTAIN ARTICLES. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt of the following infor. 


mation with regard to modifications recently introduced in 
the Lithuanian Customs Tariff. 


Export DuvutTIEs. 


The export of domestic poultry is permitted as from lst 
August, in virtue of a Ministerial Order of 8th July, on 
payment of export duty at the rates shown below. Export 
permits will be granted to merchants against the importa- 
tion of coal, agricultural machinery, and iron. 

Rates of Export Duty. 

New. Old 

Marks. Marks. 

Each. Each. 
Turkeys 10 
Geese 10 
Ducks 5 
Hens 5 

In virtue of a Ministerial Order of rth June, the supple 
mentary export duties on timber (see ‘Board of Trade 
Journal’ for 10th June, page 779, in which the taxes were. 
owing to a mistranslation, described as ‘‘Import’’ duties) 
have been increased as follows :— 

New rates. Old rates. 
Articles. Marks. Marks. 
Per cubic Per cubic 
metre. metre. 
Prepared wood materials 30 
Fir and pine, unprepared 50 
Aspen and alder, pulp wood 
and sleepers 1 79 
Oak and other hard wood, not 
prepared 150 125 

A new supplementary export duty has been imposed om 
the exportation of shingles at the rate of 2:50 marks pe 
bundle of sixty. 
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Rate of 
unicipal 
Tax, 
Dr. |. 


Per oke. 


0 0 


RT 


- infor- 
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Export 
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supple- 
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[mport DutTIzs. 

The following articles previously subject to import duty 
at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem (as notified at page 473 
of the ‘Board of Trade Journal’’ for Ist April), are now 
added to the list of goods which may be imported into 
Lithuania free of Customs duty :— 

Agricultural machinery and spare parts therefor ; scythes, 
sickles, shovels, spades, forks, rakes, crowhars. and parts 
thereof. 

The duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem imposed on the impor- 
tation of spare parts in excess of one part or one set of 
parts required for assembling agricultural machines is also 
withdrawn. 

Import PROHIBITION ON CIGARS AND CIGARETTES. 


The Minister’ of Finance has issued a temporary order 
prohibiting the importation of cigars and cigarettes. The 
importation of leaf tobacco is, however, still permitted. 


a 





POLAND. 


IMPORT OF CERTAIN ‘‘ LUXURY ” GOODS 
PROHIBITED. 


With reference to the notice at page 22 of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’’ for Ist July, 1920, giving a list of ‘‘luxury”’ 
goods, the importation of which into Poland is absolutely 
prohibited, H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw reports 
that a further list of articles to which the prohibition has 
heen applied was published in the ‘Monitor Polski’’ on 
12th July. The following is a translation of this additional 
list of goods now under embargo : — 





No. in 

Customs Tariff. 

ex 5 Vegetable bulbs of all kinds; garlic of all 
kinds. 

er 6 Fruits and berries, fresh, salted, steeped, of 
all kinds, except lemons. 

ex 7 Dried fruits and berries of all kinds, except 
those for pharmaceutical use. 

er 15 Vanilla, saffron, cinnamon, cardamoms, nut- 


meg blossoms and nutmegs, anise, mar- 
joram, even crushed or powdered, except 
those for pharmaceutical purposes. 

I7and Chicory, roasted, dried and roasted acorns: 


ex 18 and coffee substitutes, even ground and 
crushed. 
18 (note) Coffee essences and coffee extracts. 
ex 23 Honey of all kinds. 
ex 24 Fruit and berry marmalades and jam pulp; 
flour wafers. 
ex 30 Cheese of all kinds. 
ex 46 Brushes of all kinds for domestic use. 
48 Pillows, quilts and mattresses. 
ex 57 Leather trunks, travelling bags, etc.; leather 


parts of clothing (trousers, coats, vests of 
anv kinds of skin): harness, wholly of 
leather, and all decorated harness; harness 
makers’ wares of leather, viz., trunks, hunt- 
ing requisites, gun covers, covers for 
musical instruments and_ photographic 
apparatus, etc., leather belts, etc. ; saddle- 
makers’ wares (saddles, etc.), except those 
imported by the military authorities. 

ee 62 Onions, roots, bulbs of flowers and decorative 
plants; living plants and flowers except 
medicinal plants and those for industrial 


purposes. 
ty 78 Mirrors, ornamented or painted, or mounted 
in metal, wood, etc. 
er 148 All articles such as leather wares, brushes, and 
215 optical instruments, etc., combined or orna- 


mented with precious metals (or gilt or 
silvered), or with silk, mother-of-pearl, 
coral, ivorv, imitation precious. stones, 
enamel, amber, tortoiseshell, and the like 
costly materials. 


tz 159 Firearms and air guns except those imported 
by the military or police authorities. 

ex 171 Watches with cases of platinum or silver or 
of gilt and silvered metal; musical clocks. 

ee 173 Motor cars for the conveyance of passengers, 


complete or in parts (not including 
omnibuses); motor cycles. 


et 177 Plaving cards; wall paper, and borders for 
same. 

tx 178 Labels of all kinds. menus, invitation eards. 

rt 195 Tulle of silk or half-silk, 
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ex 195 - Gauze of silk and half-silk, except gauze for 
ex 197 mills; crape of silk or half-silk. 
ex 205 and Ready-made clothing of silk or half-silk, in- 
209 cluding neckties, ete.; corsets (except 


orthopeedic); hats and caps covered with 
silk or half-silk; waterproof and rubbered 
garments, caps, overcoats, mantles, ete. 
Notes to Nos. 183-209.—Curtains and blinds:-of all kinds. 
Except as regards ribbons, the prohibi- 
tions on articles of silk or half-silk are to 
apply also to similar articles of artificial 


silk. 
217 Fireworks. 
er OF aie 
ev 177 Materials for bookbinding (of leather, wood, 


and others. textiles, paper, etc.). 





SWEDEN. 


REVISED REGULATIONS AFFECTING 
IMPORTATION OF SOLE. WELTING 
AND STRAP LEATHER. 


The Swedish regulations affecting the weight-increasing of 
sole, welting and strap leather, referred to in the notice at 
page 241 of the “Board of Trade Journal’’ for 12th February 
last. have been modified by a Swedish Roval Decree, dated 
I1th June, 1920. A complete translation of the Regulations, 
as now amended, is given below, and it will he seen that the 
percentage for ash content has been reduced (§2 (1) ): that 
chrome tanned and alum tanned leather are exempted from 
the regulations regarding ash content (§2(3)): and that 
certain allowances are now made for ash content and water 
soluble matter. 





TRANSLATION OF ReeuLations (Royat Decree or 11TH Aprit., 
1919 as AMENDED ny Royar Decree or 11TH June. 1920. 


([Note.—The matter printed in italics has been added by 
the later Decree.] 

§1.—The weight of sole. welting and strap leather mav 
not he increased by the addition of substances not required 
for the tanning or finishing of the leather. Nor may tan- 
ning extracts be added to such leather with intent to in- 
crease the weight. 

Salts of barium, magnesium, lead, tin or other minerals. 
as also glucose. dextrin, molasses, and similar organic sub- 
stances mav onlv be used in slight quantities for bleaching 
and impregnating the above-mentioned kinds of leather. 

§2.—-(1) Weight increasing, within the meaning of §1. 
will be deemed to have been practised when, in the case of 
whole or half hides, cruppers or detached forequarters, the 
ash is proved to contain inorganic suhstanees exceedine 
2! per cent. [formerly 3 per cent.] or, in the case of detached 
belly-pieces, 3 per cent. [formerly 3-5 per cent.], of the 
weight of the air-dried leather; or, when in whole and half 
hides, cruppers and detached forequarters, the water soluble 
organic and inorganic substances amount to more than 20 
per cent., or, in the case of detached belly-pieces, 25 per 
cent. of the weight of the air-dried leather. 

The moisture of air-dried leather is calculated at 18 per 
cent. 

(2) The regulations made in (1) reaarding contents shall 
not apnly to chrome ash, tanned, or alum-tanned leather. 

(3) The testing for unlawful weighting of leather is to be 
carried out at the State Testing Institute. The Swedish 
Board of Trade (Kommerskollegium) is empowered to issue 
detailed instructions as to the taking of samples and the 
methods of testing as a whole. 

(4) In reqard to the percentages of ash content and water- 
soluble matter, ascertained in testing pursuant to §3, the 
following tolerances shall be allowed: (a) for ash content, 
0-5 per cent. of the weiaht of the air-dried leather; (b) for 
water-soluble matter, 2-5 per cent. of the weight of the air- 
dried leather. 

§3.—Sole, welting, or strap leather may not he cleared 
through the Customs if the leather, after having been duly 
analysed, is found to have been weight-increased within the 
meaning of §2. Such leather may, however, be re-exported 
provided it is not deemed to have been imported in con- 
travention of the Customs regulations. But if it be not 
re-exported within four months after the last day on which 
it should have been declared, the leather will have thereby 
been forfeited to the Crown. 

§4.—Every manufacturer of the leather referred to in §1 
must mark every piece offered for sale by him with a distinct 
and durable stamp or brand representing the manufacturer’s 
registered trade mark or name of firm. 

Any importer who offers for sale foreion leather of the 
kinds herein mentioned must provide each piece of such 
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leather with a distinct and durable stamp or brand showing 
not only the word ‘‘Import,” but also the name ot the 1m- 


porter or his registered trade mark. 
§5.—AnyV ] 


erson who increases the weight ol —— o 
| iy ae ny . 
contravention of the regulations made in Sl and §= sha 
*( < ug on ae 
liable to a fine of not less than fifty kroner, and not 


me or to imprisonment for a 


exceeding ten thousand kroner, 

term not exceeding six months. 

EXPORT PROHLEITL INS RELANED. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of telegraphic intorma- 

tion from H.M. Charge Affaires at Stockholm to the effect 
| e ; . , - . "g> s 

that the prohibition on the exportation from Sweden ot 


pork potatoes cheese, and butter, was raised on 7th July. 





TURKEY. 
PROHIBITIONS RAISED. 


of telegraphic informa- 





EXPORT 
The Board of Trade are in receipt — ; let 
tron from H.M Commercial Secretary at Constantinople to 
ah Pe : , 2 e . ‘ TO Oo 3. 
offect that the undermentioned articles have been ré 


the : 7 
the list of goods, the exportation of which from 
> ‘ j _ , 


moved from 
Vurkey is prohibited :— 
Nails. 

Paints (colours). 


or iffee. 
Foreign hides 


Openings for British Trade. 


[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND Psuilianeygargnit 
__British firms may obtain the names and addresses of t ; 
persons or firms referred to in the following oe wd 
“Openings” by applying to the Department of _—— 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number anc 
ea of doubt or difficulty in regard to ayy tay we a 
trading, reference should be made personally or ay o 
ta the Department of Oversens Trade ge 9g an 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.J AA " 

Applications for names and addresses _—— — the 
Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 











BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. _ 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.- adage 
are frequently received at the Department ot Overseas ~—— 
(Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts of t le 
United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into communica- 
tion with British manufacturers or prod.acers of various classes 
of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week for the 
names of manufacturers of the following (among other) articles : 

Rombillas. in silver and electro plate. (These. articles are 
used for maté drinking in South American Republics.) 
sritish manufacturers of these articles now in a position to 
supp!v are invited to make application for the name of the 
enanirer at the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 42). 30, 
Old Queen Street, Westminster. S.W.1, where samples may 
be insnected. 

FUR CUTTING MACHINES.—Firms interested in the mann- 
facture of cuttine machines used in cutting furs are invited to 
address communicstions to the Department of Overseas Trade 
ived for such appliances. 





in connection with an enquiry recetlys 


2eference No. 152.) 


CANADA, 
MECHANICAL FOUIPMENT AND CHEMICALS FOR 
PT'LP MILLS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents In Montreal, 
with a branch office in Toronto. wish to obtain he ( anadian 
representation of United Kingdom manufacturers of ee 
equipment and chemicals for pulp mills, on a commission, Saves, 
ar consignment basis. for the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 
153.) . | | 
SOAP AND TOILET ARTICLES.—A_ manutacturers agent 
‘» Montreal. with wide exnerience In soap and toilet articles 
throuchont the Dominion, wishes to take up the representation of 
Trited Kinedom monnufacturers on 9 commission basis, for the 
whole of Conada. (Reference No, 154.) 
ELECTRICAL EOUIPMFENT.—A firm of are 
ascents in Winnipeg wish to take up an agency, on a commission 
hasis. for Western Canada (Port Arthur, Ontarro to Victoria. 
PC) for United Kinedom manufacturers of small motors and 
heavy duty motors: tumbler, snap and knife switches: fuses, 
and porcelain for electrical work. (Reference No_ 155.) 
CONFECTIONERY. CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS. GROCERS’ 
SUNDRIES.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal wis! 
to secure an agency for United Kingdom manufacturers of con- 


manufacturers’ 
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fectionery, Christmas stockings, and 
commission or sales basis, for the whole of Canada. (Reterey, 
Nov. 156. } 3 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to th 
Department of Overseas Trade. } 


grocers’ sundries. On 


ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER pop 
CANADA. " 
The following enquiries have been received at the Office Of the 
igh Commissioner for Canada, 1), Victoria Street, London 
S.W.1. All replies should be sent direct to the foregoing address 
BOTTLES.—An Association of bottle users in Canada desin 
to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of Lyi 
crown-top beer and soft-drink bottles. 
BOND PAPERS.--A Toronto firni desire to get into Louch 
with United Kingdom manufacturers of bond papers. ; 
FOOTBALL BOOTS.—<A firm at Halifax, Nova Scotia, are j 
the market for “Rfagby ” and “Soccer ” football boots, and ast 
for quotations from United Kingdom manufacturers, 


pint 





ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadia 
Government Trade Commissioner's Office, Portland House. 7 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. whence further information 
mav be obtained :— ° 

BAKERS’ AND CONFECTION ERS’ COMMODITIES —4 
Montreal company are desirous of obtaining the agencies fo 
Canada for cocoa butter substitutes. food velatines, basic colours 
tartaric and citric acids, and other commodities saleable to 
bakers and confectioners. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR PROVISIONS, CEREALS. ETC.~ 
A Quebec firm exporting peas, beans, flour, oats, and provisions 
ask to be placed in touch with United Kingdom buvers.. 


a 


NEW ZEALAND. 


BOTTLES, SHEET AND PLATE GLASS, MOTO 
ACCESSORIES, CARPETS AND ~ LINOLEUMS, — [Roy 
MONGERY, ROOFING TILES, CONFECTIONERY. RTC. 


A Dunedin firm of general merchants desire’ to represent United 
Kingdom manufacturers of the following lines :—Glass bottles 
meet ae plate glass, motor - accessorles, carpets, linoleums 
iousehold and builders Ironmongery, asbestos slate, — roofing 
tiles, confectionery (chocolates, ete.) and good proprietary general 
merchandise lines. (Reference No. 157.) ei 
Applications for names and addresses must be 


sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


_ ELECTRICAL VEHICLES, STEAM WAGONS, MARINE 
ENGINES, LATHES, DRILLING MACHINES PUMPS, 
ELECTRIC CABLES, ETC.—The representative of an important 
Cape Town firm of mechanical and electrical engineers is a 
present in this country, and desires to negotiate “with United 
Kingdom manufacturers for their agencies. |The lines of goods 
Which the firm particularly wish to handle are electrical vehicles 
(battery driven). steam wagons, marine engines for fishing boats 
(8-30 h.p. suitable for paraffin fuel), engine lathes (screw cutting 
with quick changing gears), drilling machines. boiler feed pumps, 
phosphor bronze, white metal, and electric cables and wires 
(Reference No. 153.) 

. FURNITURE AND HOSTERY.—-A manufacturers’ representa- 
tive in Darban desires to get in touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of hosiery and furniture with a view to 
representing them. (Reference No. 159.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

CONDENSING PLANT.—H.M. Commercial Agent for Egvpt 
has forwarded a copy of the specification and conditions of tender 
for the supply. delivery and erection at Ameria Pumping Station, 
Zeitoun, of a surface condenser, together with air and circulating 
pump. a feed pump, oil separators, nipe work, valves and acces 
plant to be capable of dealing with about 3.200 lb. of 
steam per hour. 

Copies of the specification. drawine and conditions of tender 
may be obtained on application to the Mechanical Department, 
Ministry of Public Works. Cairo. on anv day (except Fridavs). 

Tenders will he received up to noon on 31st. August bv the 
Director General, Mechanica! Department, Ministry of Publie 
Works, Caio. A provisional deposit of 2 per cent. of the toll 
value of the offer must accompany each tender. 

The ahove-mentioned copy of the specification etc., mav he 
consulted hy British firms interested at the Enquiry Office, 
Denartment of Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street. Tondon, 
=; 9 

THREAD. CUMMERBANDS, PUTTIES, SOFT SOAP— 
The Egvotian War Department is calling for tenders for We 
supply of: 

(1) Thread (flax. khaki, machine and sewing). 
(2) Cummerbands. 

(4) Putties. 

(4) Soft soap. 

Tenders are returnable up to noon on 23rd August and are % 
remain open for seven days. 
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Webb. 


All particulars may be obtained from Sir A. L, 








K.C.M.G.. Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, 
s.W. 1. 
BELGIUM. 


TALLOW, PALM OIL, ETC.—A Belgian residing in Brussels 
desires to obtain an agency for the whole of Belgium, on a com- 
mission basis. for a British firm wishing to export tallow, palm 
oii, and other substances used in the manufacture of stearine 
aud soap. (Reference No. 160. ) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





BULGARIA. 

HARBOUR REQUIREMENTS.—H.M. Commercial Commis- 
sioner in Bulgaria has forwarded a report, drawn up by a Port 
Official, and since confirmed by the Director of Railways and 
Ports Construction, which states that the following are required 
‘or the Harbour of Varna :— 

One or two tugs of the following dimensions :—Leugth 25.30 
meters, Width 5.55 meters, depth below water line (draught) 
2.95-2.75 meters, speed 93-10 knots: a powerful suction pump, 
apparatus for extinguishing fire, diving apparatus, searchlight, 
one or two cabins for the superior personnel. 

Instruments for studying the coast. 

Instrument for measuring the quantity of salt in water; ther- 
mometer for registering the heat in a ship’s hold; bottle for 
taking samples of water from the bottom of the sea. apparatus 
for measuring depth up to 200 meters, etc. 

Iron barges with decks for carrying stones, wood and building 
material (capacity 200-250 tons). | 

20 trucks for 60 cm. gauge railway for transporting stones from 
a quarry. To be reversible (self-returning) and to have a 
capacity of 2.50 cubic meters and carry loads up to 5 tons. 

Paint for the submerged parts and water line of vessels to 
preserve them from crustaceous growth. 

Diving outfit : shirts, boots, tubes, ete. 

Lighthouse apparatus : reserve parts and consumable material, 
which are not to be found in that country. Mantles for petrol 
lamps. filters for the burners. quicksilver, material for cleaning 
optical apparatus. 

[nstrument for registering the rise and fall of the tide. 

Suction dredger. 

For further particulars British firms interested should communi- 
cate with the Commercial Commissioner at the British Legation, 
Sofia. 


FRANCE. 

H.M. Consul-General in Paris ceports the receipt of the fol- 
lowing enquiry :— 

CLOTH, LINEN, COTTON GOODS, LEATHER, TYRES, 
GLOVES AND SKINS FOR GLOVES.—An agent in Paris 
desires to represent United Kingdom manufacturers and whole- 
sale houses interested in cloth, linen, cotton goods. leather, motor 
and cycle tyres, etc. The applicant has in view the representa- 
tion of British firms in Poland, and has established an agency 
in Warsaw. Correspondence in French. (Reference No, 161.) 

Appiications for names and addresses must be sent to 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


the 





GERMANY. : 
WOOD WORKING MACHINES, TOOLS AND SAWS OF 
ALL KIN DS.—A Bremen firm are desirous of getting into touch 
with United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of wood- 
working machine tools, including drilling, planing, cutting and 
polishing machines, saw benches and saws of all kinds. 
(Reference No. 162.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SPAIN. 
TENDERS. 


RAILWAY CONCESSION OFFERED.—The “CGaceta de 
Madrid * of 18th July, notifies that tenders will be opened on 
th September at the Department of Public Works of the Spanish 
Ministry of Development (“Fomento”) for a concession for the 
onstruction and working, for a period of 99 vears. of a secondarv 
talway from Zumarraga to Zumava. The capital required for 
me undertaking is 13,684.808 pesetas. on which interest up to 
° per cent. per annum will be guaranteed bv the State. The 
minimum rolling stock required for the opening of the line will 
we oO locomotives. 5 brake Vans, 19 passenger coaches, and 78 coods 
wagons. 7 

Construction work must be commenced within three months from 
publication of the award of the concession, and completed within 
three vears. An option on the concession is held Wy the - Com- 
on Ble Ferrecarriles Vascongados.” 

ELF ( > TAY CONCES T ; 
a aie 
Sg alist . fies that tenders will be 
pened on 21st September at the Department of Public Works of 
the Spanish Ministry of Development. for the construction and 
orking, for a period of 60 vears, of an electric tramway from 
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Mataré to Argentona, in the Province of Barcelona. Construction 
work must be commenced within three months from the date of 
the notification of the’ award of the concession and completed 
within two years. The minimum rolling stock required for the 
opening of the line will be 3 passenger cars with complete equip- 
ment. 

An option on the concession is held by Don Antonio Gaillard. 

MADRID—VALENCIA RAII.WAY.—With reference to the 
notice on page 55 of the “Board of Trade Journal,” of 8th July, 
relative to a second call for tenders for a concession for the 
construction and working, for a period of 99 years, of a normal 
cauge electric railway from Madrid to the port of Valencia, it is 
notified that the “‘Gaceta de Madrid ” of 21st July publishes an 
announcement postponing the date for the receipt of tenders in 
this connection to drd September next. 

RAILWAY MATERIAL.—The “Gaceta de Madrid’ of 
17th Julv notifies that tenders are invited by the “Compania de 
los Ferrocarriles Secundarios del Sud de Espana” as follows :— 

(1) For the supply of 40,000 railway ties, tarred pine or oak, 
1.70 x 0.24 x 0.18 metres, to be delivered at the station of 
Jumilla within four months from the date of the award of the 
contract. 

(2) For the laving of 25,197.50 metres of general permanent 
way and 1,725 metres of side track, for which the Company 
will supply the material. 

(3) For the supply of 2 tender-locomotives for metre gauge 
lines, weighing 22 to 26 metric tons, to be delivered at the station 
of Jumilla within. 6 months. 

(4) For the supply of a brake van, six closed wagons. one high- 
sided wagon and two box-wagons for fruit and cattle, to be 
delivered at the station of Jumilla within 6 months. 

(5) For the supply of 14 kilometres of telegraph line and erec- 
tion of same, a period of five months being allowed for the com- 
pletion of the installation. 

(6) For the supply of 2 platform trucks, 15 guards’ megaphones, 
5 ticket marking machines, 5 machines for putting bands on 
cases, 4 station stamps. 6 conductors’ whistles, 2 medicine-chests 
for stations, 3 medicine chests for trains, 5 grappling hooks for 
cases, 10 lanterns for station signa's, and a lamp for waiting- 
room, to be delivered at the station of Jumilla within a month. 

Foreign offers will he accepted. Tenders should be sent to 
the Company’s Offices at Madrid (Calle del Arenal 1), where they 
will be opened on the thirtieth dav from the date of the above 
mentioned issue of the “Gaceta.” 

Further particulars (in Spanish) may be consulted by British 
firms interested at the Department of Ovgrseas Trade. 


ASIA 








CHINA. 

METALS, ELECTRICAL GOODS, MACHINERY, CHEMI- 
CALS, ETC.—<A British subject. with good connections in the 
Far East, desires to take up agencies for British manufactured 
goods generally, including metals, electrical supplies of all Kinds, 
small motors and dynamos, pumps, gas or oil engines and 
machinery ; heavy chemicals, such as caustic soda in drums, soda 
ash and other commercial chemicals, paper such as newsprint, 
wrapping paper, cardboard, etc. (Reference No. 163.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


AFRICA. 


MOROCCO (Spanish Zone). 
TENDERS INVITED. 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION (TANGIER-RABAT ROUTE).— 
The Department of Overseas Trade has received from the Com- 
mercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Madrid information to 
the effect that a call for tenders has appeared in the “ Boletin 
Oficial de la Zona de Protectorado Espanol” of 20th July for 
the construction of a road between Alcazaquiver and the French 
Zone, on the Tangiey-Rabat route. 

Tenders, which should not exceed 318,000 pesetas, must be 
lodged with the Departmento de Formento, Tetuan, not later 
than 14th August. 

It will be observed that. the time being limited, this intima- 
tion will be of use only to firms with agents in the country, who 
can be instructed by cable. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


LINENS. LACES. EMBROIDERIES, ETC.—A = manu- 
facturers’ agent about to open up a connection in Seattle (Wash.) 
desires to communicate with British manufacturers of linens, 
laces, embroideries, etc.. with a view to seouring agencies In 
this class of goods for the Seattle and Columbia districts. 
(Reference No. .) 

LACES, WHITE GOODS. LINENS, ETC.—A New York 
manufacturers’ agen, desires to get into touch with British 
manufacturers of laces, white goods. linens. etc., with a view 
to arranging agencies for the United States. (Reference No. 165.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent, to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


EXPORT SECTION. 


ALTERATIONS TO EXPORT PROHIBITED 
LIST. 
The Board of Trade (Licensing Section) announce that 
as from 5th August, 1920, the following will be removed 
from the list of Prohibited Exports :— 


Game, dead. 
Imported frozen poultry. 











POSTAL SECTION. 


PARCELS FOR NORWAY AND FOR SWEDEN 
VIA NORWAY. 

Until further notice parcels for transmission by post to 

Norway, and to Sweden via Norway, must not exceed 7 Ib. 


in weight. 








FOOD SECTION. 
PRICE OF SUGAR. 


In view of certain statements which have recently appeared 
in portions of the press, the Royal Commission on the Sugar 
Supply thinks it desirable that attention should be called 
to the notice issued by it for publication on 6th February, 
1919, in the course of which it was intimated that adequate 
notice would be given to the Trade when the state of the 
world’s sugar markets should be such as to allow a reduction 

» be made in the price of sugar in this country. 

The recent statements referred to tend to suggest that 
the present retail price of 1s, 2d. per lb. for grocery sugar 
is unwarranted by the prices ruling in the markets of the 
countries which produce sugar. Such a suggestion is totally 
unfounded. As a matter of fact, there is no country in the 
world in which sugar could be purchased at a price which 
would enable the buyer to bring it to this country and sell 
it, duty paid, at ls. 2d. per lb. without incurring a substan- 
tial loss; and as the suggestion is calculated to give rise to 
the impression that an early reduction in current prices may 
be looked for, the Commission considers it right, with 
reference to its undertaking of February, 1919, to state that 
this is not the case. 

It will not be possible to reduce the present price of 
ls. 2d. per Ib. until the prices in the world’s markets fall 
to an equivalent level. So soon as this takes place the retail 
price in the United Kingdom will be reduced accordingly.; 
and traders and retailers should, as formerly, watch for 
themselves the developments that take place abroad in order 
that they may keep themselves informed as to _ the 
probabilities, as no further notice of prospective changes in 
price will be made. 





DRIED FRUITS. 

In pursuance of the decision announced last month, the 
Food Controller has issued an Order revoking, as from 2nd 
August, the Dried Fruits (Retail Prices) Order, 1918, and 
the amending Orders issued thereunder, the Dried Fruits 
(Kestriction) Order, 1919 and the Dried Fruits (Wholesale 
Prices) Order, 1919. 


— 


BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 

South African Engineers’, Electrical, and Allied Trades’ 
Directory, 1920. Compiled and published by ‘‘The South 
African Mining and Engineering Journal,’’ 176-180, Stock 
Exchange Building, Johannesburg. Price 30s. net. 





The Directory has been planned on the most comprehen- 
sive lines to embrace every branch of the Engineering, 
Electrical, Iron, Steel, Machinery, Hardware, and allied 
trades throughout the Union, Rhodesia, and Mozambique. 
Tt classifies the whole personnel of the trade, both alpha- 
betically and geographically, and provides numerous cross 
indices showing at a glance the firms engaged in all or 
any of the various trade or industrial categories. 

It should be added that the compilation of the Directory 
was begun as far back as 1914. Tt has since been brought 
fully up to date, much of the earlier work being re-written, 
largely as a result of the readjustment of enterprise and 
activity following upon the cessation of the war. 


—S—_ 
———— 








Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


THE WEEKLY RETURN. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week 
and 31 weeks ended 29th July, 1920 :— 


cae tiar een cena ee LL 








Week | 31 Weeks |) Week | 31 Weeks 
ended | ended | ended |= ended 
29th July, | 29th July, || 29th July, | 29th July, 
| 1920. 1920. 1920. | 19920. 
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Bales. | Bales. Bales. | Bales. 
8,938 | 1,963,410 2,309 | 96,783 
— | 66,067 | 300 | 6,078 
2976 | 108,756 || 229 | 44,736 
276,905 || 597 148,434 


if 
{| 


American .. 

Brazilian .. 

East Indian 

Egyptian .. eal 330 | | 

Miscellaneous “a 293 | 202,520*| 204 15,546 
Total .., 12,537 | 2,618,156 | 


j | 





3,639 311,877 





* Including 6,304 bales British West Indian, 7,599 bales 
British West African, 15,228 bales British East African, and 
2.066 bales Foreign East African. 


oe 


CORN PRICES. 


STATEMENT showing the average price of British Corn per Quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended Slst July, 
1920, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 











Average Price. 
Wheat. —_ Barley. 


a. d. s d. 
Week ended 3lst July, 1920 .. é 80 10 
Corresponding week in— 
191 24 


1914 25 
1915 35 
1916 416 
1917 73 #66 
1918 = 57 1 
1919 ‘a ; 62 10 











* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of British corn are made to the local inspector of Com 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight or 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat. fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 





CEREAL CROPS. 


According to the June Bulletin of Agricultural and Con- 
mercial Statistics, just published by the International 
[Institute of Agriculture (Rome), the official estimate of the 
winter wheat crop of the United States of 1920 is for about 
13-7 million tons, and that of the spring crop for about 7% 
millions. Hence the aggregate yield of wheat in the United 
States will be 21-2 million tons, or 27 per cent. below that 
of last year, though only 4-9 per cent. less than the average 
of the five years 1914 to 1918. 

It should however be remembered that the actual quantity 
exported from the United States during the current season 
falls short of the available surplus, so that stocks at the 
end of this period will be greater than those held last year. 

Canada reports an area under wheat 17 per cent. above the 
average from 1914 to 1918, also an excellent crop prospect, 
and it is therefore permissible to estimate that the yield 
will be equal to the average of the period mentioned, and 
much larger than it was in 1919. 

On #he basis of these statements, it is reasonable to expect 
that the North American exportable surplus of wheat for 
the season 1920-21 will be larger than the exports during that 
of 1919-20. 

Government control of wheat ceased in the United States 
on Ist June. 

Crop conditions for wheat are favourable in Germany, 
Bulgaria, France, England, Wales, Ireland, Luxemburg, 
Sweden, Egypt, and average in Scotland, Italy, Poland, 
Switzerland, and Czecho-Slovakia. In Hungary injury has 
occurred owing to the great heat in May. 

The estimates of the recent wheat crops in British India 
have been increased from 9-9 million tons to 10-2 millions, 
and the new season is reported as developing normally. 


—— 
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